
Tenth Annual Celebration of Jewish Arts and Culture
CHARTER OAK CULTURAL CENTER PRESENTS

Sacred Arts Workshops
Presented by the Charter Oak Cultural Center in partnership with The Academy for Jewish Religion 

Charter Oak Cultural Center and The Academy for Jewish Religion are pleased to offer a series of workshops 
that offer the opportunity to study Jewish texts through the arts.  This exciting and innovative program 

provides new and rich points of entry to text study by expanding the modalities through which we interpret 
Torah.  We will study sections of Genesis using various artistic media including writing, visual arts, and circus 

arts.  No previous knowledge or artistic experience is necessary to enjoy these workshops and deepen your 
understanding of Jewish tradition.  

Sunday, October 19 | 10:00am-12:00pm
Writing the Garden: Encountering the Story of Eden through the Practice of 
Creative Writing
Instructor: Rabbi Jill Hammer
Study the first people in the Torah and let them find their voices through you!  In this session focused on text 
study and creative writing, encounter the story of the Garden of Eden and then walk into the garden yourself 
through your own text.  Participants in sessions have said that they felt and understood the Torah like never 
before.

Sunday, November 16 | 10:00am-12:00pm
Dwelling in Circus Tents: The Circus Arts as a Window into Jacob and Esau
Instructor: Ora Horn Prouser and Ayal Prouser
The family of Rebecca, Isaac, Jacob, and Esau is one with complicated relationships, emotions, and dynamics.  
We will study this text and use circus arts including building pyramids and creating tableaus to explore deeper 
meaning and establish a more immediate and palpable connection to the narrative. 

Sunday, December 14 | 10:00am-12:00pm
Joseph – The Original Aesthetic, Dreaming in Technicolor
Instructor: Rabbis Hanniel Levenson and Jeff Hoffman
The Joseph story, a primal family narrative, begins the communal descent into the narrow place that is Egypt. 
It is a colorful adventure, a journey both physical and spiritual. Visual art provides the landscape through 
which we enter the story and begin to explore the text of our own story within. 

$18 per class general admission | $9 per class students | $45 for all three workshops
All classes take place at Charter Oak Cultural Center, 21 Charter Oak Avenue, Hartford, CT

For registration please contact the office at Charter Oak Cultural Center: 860.310.2580


