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INCIDENT AT ENDOR.
A STUDY IN GENRES OF SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION
PROLEGOMENON
My 6riginal thought for a Senior Project was to look at the works of Origen, the
carly Church Father, to see if and when he incorporates Jewish midrashic material. I
knew a little about Origen, enough to realize that his contact with Amora’im in Eretz
Yisrael (late second to early third century C.E.) might have influenced his
Scriptural interpretation. Ineeded to find a work in Greek, because of Origen’s
unscrupulous translator into Latin, who often inserted his own thoughts into Origen’s
work. Among the few remaining works of Origen in Greek, I discovered this homily on I
Samuel 28, the “Witch of Endor” scene. This project began as a comparison of Origen’s
reading with the classical rabbinic midrash on the episode. Following Rabbi Zlotowitz’
sage advice, I looked into other Second Temple sources commenting on the passage.
What I discovered was that this fascinating and puzzling text had a whole
“interpretive life,” as Kugel calls it,' not only in Jewish interpretation but also, vibrantly,
in Christian interpretation. I have selected only certain texts to represent the diversity of
genres of interpretation abounding in Second Temple times (including on into the
beginning of the rabbinic period). But I realize even as I limit the topic that it defies such
limitation. Every turn in the crude logging road I have hewn into this topic reveals more
rocks and rills to explore. Here are a few: folk lore and folk religious practice,
historiography, rabbinic beliefs about witcheraft and magic (and the beliefs of the rest of
the world), literary theory as it applies to midrash, the points of contact between classical
Greek literature (both epic and tragedy) and Jewish literature. I have only glanced

occasionally in the direction of these tantalizing groves. Limiting the number of texts

! In the subtitle to In Potiphar’s House.




only helps to a certain extent, because each text is a world unto itself, and to treat each
with integrity demands that I treat each on its own, with a consciousness of its unique
program.

I keep telling myself, worse things could happen than having too much to learn.
The journey through this project has been very much an integrative experience for me. It
has allowed me to bring my earlier scholarly life in Classics back into the foreground,
and understand it more fully as part of a context and a continuum, Tt has integrated so
many courses | have taken at the Academy, and the teachings of so many beloved
teachers. It has reinforced my belief, which is at the core of the Academy’s pluralism,
that being Jewish has always been about Judaisms, not just one Judaism. It has brought
me to know more deeply that a life in texts is the life I desire and am meant to have, not
just studying them but conveying my own excitement about them to others. On all those
levels, working on this project has been a rich and satisfying process.

This project is a coming together of many paths from my history, but it is also a
road-map for directions I hope to take. My high school and college experiences with
Greek and Latin classics engaged me profoundly and played a major role in bringing me
to this point in my life. I am and have always been a reader, and I have striven to listen
to texts, understand them, and undcrsténd the process of understanding texts. At Hebrew
College and at the Academy, my teachers have fostered the development of my own
individual style of scholarship, as well as mastery of text skills. Where will I take all this
learning? From here I want to continue looking at Second Temple, rabbinic, and early
Christian literature of Biblical interpretation. This project will function as a platform for

future study, possibly a doctoral dissertation. Much of the basic research appears in the



attached notes. At every turn of my topic, more roads opened up, and I have tried to
indicate after the summary of each topic the directions I would take in further inquiry.

In making the transition from student to master, the psychological journey can be
the most difficult. 1 have traveled that journey since I began studying seriously, and feel
that the development of this project proves that maturity I have struggled to attain. [ am
on the verge of becoming a colleague of my teachers now. Iknow that the scope of this
project is not something that can be closed down now that I have seen the implications of
it. I am not presenting a finished work of scholarship. [ am presenting my excitement
about text, my journey of discovery in this topic, my approach to teaching this material,
my assessment of where I stand as I begin what I hope will be a life of scholarship. I
have pushed myself hard to understand the demands of my project as it took on a life of
its own, and to respect its integrity.

At this point in my process, the most important value is integrating where I have
been with where I am going. In this way, my project, incomplete as it may be at one
level, has brought me to a new level of integration. When I began 1t, I had no idea where
it would take me. That is always the kind of project I like. Is there another kind worth
taking on? Idon’t think I would have been better off just attempting something smaller,
more self-contained, something whose end could be well-visualized from its beginning.
Life has never been, at least for me, that sort of endeavor. Certainly my studies toward
ordination have been characterized by what happens after that leap of faith, which [ could
in no way see from the other side of the abyss.

My profound thanks to Dr. Ora Homn-Prouser; to Dr. Livia S, Straus; to Rabbi

Robert Fine, my Senior Project advisor; to Susan Berman, for patient rereading and



gentle critique and all that lovely midrash; to Rabbi Zlotowitz, for his advice and
direction; fo all my professors in Greek and Latin, especially Mr. Wooley, Mr. Coffin,
Mr. Dickerson, Mr. Hamilton, and Mrs. Gaisser, all of whom opened my eyes to the
delights and profundities of ancient languages and texts; to the Academy for Jewish
Religion, for meeting me where I was and taking me so much further down the path to
what I might be; and last but not least my loving and beloved family, Evan, Isaac,
Hannah, and Tamar, who have given up so much to allow me to do this project, never
mind the whole endeavor of becoming a rabbi. You are all my teachers and I am honored

to be your student.



INCIDENT AT ENDOR:
A STUDY IN GENRES OF SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION
INTRODUCTION

From the moment a story is told it begins to be interpreted. The more problematic
the story, the greater the impulse to interpret. As Origen says in the preamble to his
homily on I Sam. 28, “Some narratives do not touch us at all; other narratives are
necessary to our sense of hope.” (2:1; my translation). Comfortable stories don’t need a
great deal of thought. The Tanakh is full of discomfiting stories. Some of them have
accrued quite an impressive coterie of interpretation. I Samuel 28 is such a story,
wherein a desperate Saul goes to consult a necromancer so that he can hear once again
the guidance of his mentor/torturer the prophet Samuel. I have assembled a collection of
texts which interpret the story of Saul and the necromancer.

I use the term “interpret” somewhat loosely to mean “shed light on.” The text
from the Odyssey, for instance, is not at all, could not possibly be, a text claiming to
interpret the Biblical text. But it does indeed shed light on it, giving us a way to picture
the events at Endor as the Biblical narrator might have pictured them. Likewise the
translation of the Biblical text into Greek makes no claim to be interpretation, and yet
every translation involves myriad acts of interpretation which are visible in the final
product.

I have tried to go to each of these texts, not disguised and under cover of night,
not, like Saul, feeling abandoned and demoralized, but openly and with a whole heart, to
ask them some questions. I want to know what was puzzling or disturbing to the authors

of these texts or the readers that needed them. I want to know what influenced the choice

of interpretive mode, or interpretive genre for each text. I want to see how each text



answers the questions posed and raised by the Biblical text. I want to explore in what
direction their answers reshape our understanding of the passage and its context. I want
to see to what use the Biblical text is put—political, religious, historiographic, literary,
educational-—in the “program” (to use Neusner’s term) of the interpretive text. Each text
has its own answers to give me on those questions.

Stepping back from the collection of texts, I want to look at the development of
the different genres of interpretation represented. How does the course of history affect
the evolution of interpretation? Why do certain genres become characteristic of Judaism
and certain ones of Christianity? When and how does this happen? What is the
significance of those changes? These questions can also be brought forward in time to
ourselves. Where do we stand in this interpretive chain? What does our palette of
interpretive genres look like? What can we learn from the way other groups read our
sacred texts? How can we talk to each other over texts, with the aim of better
understanding one another?

There have been a few major influences on my thinking about this topic. James
Kugel’s work on midrashic motifs and how they iravel (“the interpretive life of Biblical

texts,” as he subtitles In Potiphar’s House) offers specific techniques for analyzing the

components of interpretive texts. His methods are good for seeing how motifs function

differently in different settings. Geza Vermes’ Scripture and Tradition in Judaism:

Haggadic Studies is critical as a model for ﬁnderstanding the genre of “rewritten Bible;”

in fact, it 1s Vermes who coined the term. There are many scholars working in the area of
how early Christian Biblical interpretation begins to differentiate itself from its Jewish

sowrces and where it goes from there. Michael Fishbane’s work on midrash and



canonization, and on inner-Biblical exegesis, has been an important underpinning to my
explorations. Lying behind almost everything is the conviction so oft-stated by Jacob
Neusner, that each work of interpretation is not simply a random collection of venerable
interpretations, but rather has its own intelligible, planned, original point of view using
the venerable interpretations in a certain way to achieve its ends.
METHODOLOGY

[ selected texts to represent the variety of genres of interpretation available
between the immediate post-Biblical period and the period of rabbinic midrash
compilation. Another criterion for selection was that the text had to shed light on the
episode at I Sam. 28. Most of the texts specifically address the episode; one does not, but
as [ argue it, is relevar}t to the mise en scene of the episode, and serves another good end,
which is to include in my survey a literary genre that is of critical importance to any
understanding of the cultures of antiquity, that is, the epic poem. Although this has not
been the place to explore this topic fully, I believe that including the Odyssey will
illustrate something about literary tendencies in the Christian exegetical sphere, and
highlight differences between Greek and Latin literature on the one hand and Jewish
literature on the other. I am leaving out some very prominent genres of literature from
Second Temple times (e.g. the Book of Jubilees, the Testaments of the Twelve
Patriarchs) because these are not literary works made up primarily of interpretation.
Perhaps a future study would include these works in some way, as well as the genres of
Interpretation produced by groups such as the Dead Sea sect.

I present the texts for the most part in chronological order. I do not mean to imply

by this order that any text drew from, knew about, or was influenced by the text I present



Just before it. I'will try to discuss what relationship they might have to one another.
Unfortunately, with literature, it isn’t as easy as one generation passing on its cultural
heritage to the next in a nice neat package. All of what we currently know about the
history of antiquity is informed by a growing awareness of the huge diversity of all types
of cultural expression. A piece of interpretation is not just a product of its culture, but
also a product of its time and of a specific person. I will try to explore all these aspects of
the interpretive afterlife of our central text. For a list of the texts examined in this work,
see Appendix L.

For each text I will present a brief introduction to and history of the text and its
author, if known. For some texts (especially the midrash) it has been helpful to compile
an outline of the relevant portion of the text. After the outline I will examine specific
ways in which the text interprets the events at Endor. I will refer to the questions of
interpretation raised by our initial look at I Sam. 28, and add to the list any questions the
new text seems to be answering that escaped our notice. Often I found that the
interpretive texts made me aware of questions I had not even thought to ask on my own;
that is part of the value of the diversity of these texts. Questions, like the resulting
interpretations/answers, come out of a framework of values and beliefs, and in so doing
tell us insights about the interpreter.

In examining how these texts differ and compare in their answers to interpretive
questions, I am guided by James Kugel’s work on how midrashic motifs travel. Much of

his work on this is assembled in his book In Potiphar’s House. This is the “micro” level

of analysis of each text, looking at what motifs it incorporates and chooses not to

incorporate. The “macro” level is to look at each genre of interpretive literature and see



if I can discern a particular approach to the sacred text. Under this rubric, I will also ask
questions of how the genre works, and what purposes does it serve. In this work I am

guided by Kugel again, but more from his section of the book Early Biblical

Interpretation (the second section of the book, by Rowan Greer, was helpful to me on

Christian exegesis), and also Geza Vermes (especially Scripture and Tradition in

Judaism: Haggadic Studies), and also by Michael Fishbane (especially The Exegetical

Imagination, although his sensitivity about Jewish exegesis abounds in all his work).

At the end of each text analysis section, I have included a mini-bibliography, to
direct the reader to the sources for the text as a whole, in its natural habitat, as it were,
and to suggest one or two works with which to start further reading. A full bibliography
appears at the end of this work I have also written a few notes on where I might proceed
to expand my study of that text and its implications. For instance, about a century after
Origen wrote his homily on the necromancer, Eustachius, another prominent patristic
figure, wrote a response and refutation to Origen’s homily. The questions and
interpretations ramify far and wide in every direction. And so I have tried to provide for
myself a road-map of where each text might lead, or at least a path or two to follow. Just
as each perek of Gemara ends with the pun “hadran alakh:” “I will return to you/I will
glorify you,” this is my whispered promise to each text that [ will return to it and do it
even greater justice.

Every so often I will need to include a chapter that sums up and discusses a
certain amount of material, and which does not relate to one specific text. I do this in

order to tie together themes that come up in the course of analyzing each individual text.



These chapters are a chance to step back from the collection of texts and see what

conclusions or new hypotheses are emerging.

N.B.: For the purposes of turning this work in as a Senior Project, I have had to leave the
writing of most of the chapters incomplete. The chapter on Pseudo-Philo’s Liber

Antiquitatum Biblicarum is complete; the rest are in the form of notes only or are simply

marking a place where a chapter will be. The chapter “Conclusions” contains some of
my preliminary notions about the significance of what I have been studying. I apologize
Jor the telegraphic state of most of the material herein included, but I trust my discerning

readers to see the gist of my study.
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- TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE
Tanakh: written ca. 5™ ¢. B.C.E., incorporating much older material. Written in Hebrew

CENTRAL TEXT

[ Samuel 28

LIST OF QUESTIONS RAISED BY TEXT; CULLED FROM MIDRASH, AS WELL
AS CLOSE READING OF TEXT

Samuel 1s mourned and Saul turns out the ovot and yid’onim: what’s the connection?
Sequence of events of Samuel’s death, burial, mourning and being sought by Saul? And
death of Naval?

Shunem and Gilboa: resumptive repetition of “vayik’b’tzu”

What is a ba’alat ov? A yid’oni?

How do his menservants know where to find such a diviner?

Why does Saul seek out a diviner so soon after banning them?

Eshet-ba’alat-ov is a funny expression, the double-smikhut

Verse 19: does 1t really mean “you and your sons [will be] with me?”’

Why is “vayitchapes” spelled with a samekh at the end?

Saul can’t see Samuel, but he bows down. Why can’t he see Samuel?

Why doesn’t Saul mention consulting the Urim and Thummim to Samuel?

Saul’s second prostration: what does it mean?

Why did diviner cry out when she saw Samuel? How did she know from seeing Samuel
that Saul was Saul?

What does “elohim” refer to?

Then there are also questions of narrative style: placement of story in context; aim of
story; place in whole book of Samuel; how it fits with themes across whole Tanalkh.

Look up first cloak narrative from I Sam 15:1-34.

Anchor Bible series, I Sam, by P. Kyle McCarter: he says En-dor is modern Khirbet Etz-
Tzaftzafe! Like noises of spirits? Is this a place where there was a sacred grove (etz)?
As well as the requisite spring. Etz tzaftzafe means willow—Dbecause of rustling of
leaves?

Some relevant material from “Odysseus’ Scar:” (in Erich Auerbach, Mimesis, tr. Willard
R. Trask, Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1953)

“Time can touch the [Homeric heroes] only outwardly, and even that change is brought to
our observation as little as possible; whereas the stern hand of God is ever upon the Old
Testament figures; he has not only made them once and for all and chosen them, but he
continues to work upon them, bends them and kneads them, and, without destroying them
in essence, produces from them forms which their youth gave no grounds for
anticipating.” (p. 18)

Elements of Endor scene deliberately evoke Saul’s youth for comparative purposes:
Samuel’s mantle, the feast doublet (first prepared by Samuel for newly anointed king,

N



second prepared by persona non grata for king about to die), Saul’s mistakes as a king,
etc.

“[Homeric heroes] must have palpable and clearly expressible reasons for their conflicts
and enmities, and these work themselves out in free battles; whereas, with the Biblical
characters, the perpetually smouldering jealousy and the connection between the
domestic and the spiritual, between the paternal blessing and the divine blessing, lead to
daily life being permeated with the stuff of conflict, often with poison. The sublime
influence of God here reaches so deeply into the everyday that the two realms of the
sublime and the everyday are not only actually unseparated but basically inseparable.”
(p.22)

How little Saul resembles Odysseus, who is never humbled! Whose rivals are all paltry.
He’s more like Ajax, much more of a figure of Greek tragedy than of epic.

OTHER RELATED TEXTS

Deuteronomy 18:11: Be tamim!; context of someone passing child through fire; uses g-s-

m root (cf. I Sam 28, verb = g-s-m b’) m’onen, m’nachesh, makhshef, chaver, sha’al ov
v’yid’oni, darash el hametim. Also sha’al el

Isaiah

8:19: Context is God hiding face from house of Jacob. Other peoples persuading
Israelites to use divination. Technical words: darshu, ha’ovot, yid’onim. Also uses
elohav, cf. I Sam 28. Language of noises spirits make: cf, Odyssey passage and BDB on
certain words for divination. Verb = darash el {(darash b’ in I Sam 28)

29:4: You, Jerusalem, will be like a pit; t’tsaf-tsef: from the dirt your voice, from
the dust your speech will chirp {sc. like the spirits of the dead].
Look up tsaf-tsaf in concordance

Vayikra :

20:6: Talks about z’nut = seeking advice of “ovot”. Those who do will be cut off
from the people. It’s about holiness.

20:27: tame’ and tahor again; distinguish the tame’ beasts from the tahor; separate
selves from other peoples; be holy!; says whoever has “bahem” ov o yid’oni: does it
mean literally “in” them or equivalent to “lahem,” as often? If so, can read it as referring
to sacrificial pit rather than in-dwelling spirit.

19:31: Context is telling them to be holy, the issue is one of relationship to God;
tame’ vs. tahor is also an issue. Verb = “tifnu el”

Il Kings 21:6: Menasheh ben Hezkiyahu “consigns child to fire” (cf. Deut. 18:11); also
associated with ‘onen, nichesh, ov and yid’oni, as in Deut. 18:11

II Chron. 33:6: Reprise of Menasheh ben Hezkiyahu (see IT Kings 21:6)

I Chron. 10:13: Saul died for asking an ov “lidrosh.”

12



“Ov” in O.T. has various meanings: (per T.D.O.T.): The pit (I Sam 28:7 ff); the spirits of
the dead (Isa. 29:4); the necromancer (lev. 19:31; 20:6, 27; Dt. 18:11; I Sam 28:3, 9; II
Kings 21:6 = II Chron. 33:6; Il K. 23:24; Isa. 8:19)

Texts Page by Page, MT, cont’d.

Remember that this text itself in MT is an interpretation just by virtue of claiming to
report history. Narrator is an interpreter (pace Origen). Text also contains interpretations
of oracles, signs, portents in Saul’s life (e.g. mantle).

13



TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE

The Odyssey of Homer, chapter 11: written ca. 8" ¢. B.C.E., incorporating much older
material. Written in Homeric Greek (like lonic—see R. Fine’s comments, e-mail of
3/18.)
Issues:
Epic style
Protagonist
Background (Auerbach, Mimesis)
Type scene
Ritual
Divination, oracles

How does the Odyssey piece fit in? Answers the midrashic question, “what actually
happened at Endor, at least in the mind of the narrator?” First off, is this a legitimate
question? How do we know the narrator had any method of ghost-consultation in mind?
Isn’t the Bible against magic?

EXCURSUS ON WORDS FOR DIVINERS IN MT

Many MT texts give us a vocabulary for practitioners of these arts, their tools and
methods. Much must be speculative, since exact instructions don’t get preserved always.
Ba’alat ov: Lots of people derive it from av, father, ancestor. According to this reasoning
the ghost consulted is the shade, and it lives in its ba’alah, which is noun in construct
with ov very often—note that it’s feminine, spirit lives in 2 woman. The shade would
speak from within the woman, hence the LXX term engastrimuthos for the woman, (a
masculine noun, though applied to women), meaning stomach-speaker. The Greek word
does not need another word for the shade within, as it is implied in engastrimuthos.

BDB (p. 15) has for ov: skin-bottle, necromancer. One can see the image of the bottle or
wine-skin shaped like a stomach, an empty place which a shade might inhabit; this
interpretation might have informed the Greek word. In this image, the ov is the person,
the woman. This presents a problem: if ov is the person, what then s ba’alat ov, the most
common expression for this type of divination, never mind an eshet ba’alat ov, an
expression unique to I Samuel 28? BDB is forced to say that ov must be an abbreviation
of ba’alat ov, but this seems weak to me.

Me’onen: from anan meaning cover, as with a cloud; or a phenomenon (poss. From ayin).
Might be from other languages where it means nasal twang, crooning, as an oracle might
do; or hum of insects, whisper, rustle of leaves which an oracle might interpret.
Sometimes associated with eloney x, a grove, as the seat of an oracle. BDB: “dealers in
phenomena” (relying on the ayin derivation?)

Nihesh: Vb., only in Pi’el. Practice divination, by means of cup (hydromancy). [Cf.
Joseph’s special goblet! What word is used there?]. Observe the signs or omens [CT.
Roman and earlier practice of augury, hepatoscopy]. BDB does not relate it to any
serpent, but cf. the Greek oracle the Python (sacred to Apollo), who was imaged as
having the bottom half of her (most ancient oracle-givers were women) body in the form
of a snake. In Greek culture, a clear sign of chthonic connections.

Yid’oni: Enc. Mikra’it s.v.: Oracle bone, a speaking bone. Or, a knowing spirit? Or a
knowing person, who knows how to raise the dead to answer questions. Theological

14



Dictionary of O.T.: A bone through which a spirit might speak. [Cf. reference to oracle
bone in Amy Tan’s The Bonesetter’s Daughter].

Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament, v. 1 s.v. alef-vav-bet (obh). By Harry A.
Hoffner. Grand Rapids, Michigan: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1974
(Reference section, Hebrew College library)

Sanhedrin 65a-b is also a treasure trove of lore about diviners, oracles, necromancers.
BDB: A familiar spirit.

q-s-m: BDB p. 890: Something to do with drawing lots. [Analogous to Urim and
Thummim? Look at earlier example of throwing down lots to choose between Saul and
Jonathan earlier in I Sam.]

[THE EXCURSUS CONTINUES WITH DISCUSSION OF MT TEXTS ON WHAT
SHOULD BE DONE WITH DIVINERS; DISCUSSION JUST INTERNAL TO MT
WITHOUT REFERENCE TO OTHER TEXTS; TALK ABOUT WHERE THESE
PASSAGES APPEAR AND APPARENT POLITICAL CONTEXT]

I would answer, yes, the Bible does ban many kinds of magic, but at the same time seems
both to know a lot about those kinds of magic and to care about them a great deal. It
devotes a lot of attention to these issues, more than one might devote to something one
thought to be only a fraud. (Here, citations about belief in efficacy of divination from
ancient sources, Talmud, etc.)

We know there were approved methods of divination for Israelites: Urim and Thummim
(administered by priests), dream interpretation, and consultation of a prophet.
Conclusion of this excursus: Bible and Jewish literature indeed do know a lot and care a
lot about these types of sorcery, and think they are effective. Important to remember they
had lots of input from cultures around them, and even from folk religion within Israelite
religion.

Going back to I Sam. 28, what is it that the narrator imagined? With all due respect to
BDB, I go with another opinion of what an ov is. See Theological Dictionary of the Old
Testament (T.D.O.T.) s.v. ov:

p. 130 fn. I: “Les noms du ‘mundus’ en Hittite et en assyrien et la pythonesse [!]
d’Endor...” Vulgate translates ba’alat ov as “python” (Isa. 8:19, 29:4; I Kings 21:6,
23:24; Lev. 20:27; Dt. 18:11). Other diviner is “magus” (I Sam. 28:3; Lev. 19:31; 20:6).
LXX has engastrimuthos for all citations except Isa. 29:4.

After much discussion of the cognates in other ancient languages, T.D.O.T. says an ov is
a loanword meaning an opening, specifically a “mundus,” a sacrificial pit. This meaning
appears in the Gilgamesh epic. [Cf. first fruits ritual in dedicating Roman city; is this
sacrificial pit reflected in Israelite ritual too?]

Then look at Odyssey ch. 11.

But wait-—is this a legitimate time-frame? Homer (if such an individual existed) is
creating (or piecing together) about 8™ ¢. B.C.E., but through evidence of the
archaeological record preserves material much older than that. The events of Samuel are
ca. 1000 B.C.E. (3/18 e-mail from R. Fine). They are written down 275" c¢. B.C.E. The
Aeneid (1% ¢. C.E.) preserves a passage very similar to Od. 11, but is not a reliable
witness because a) late and b) modeled on our Od. Passage! So it is not illegitimate to
say that the same culture that shaped the Odyssey shaped our Samuel narrator’s ideas
about how necromancy was done. Not that he necessarily used or recommended them!
Enough just to know about them.

15



But wait-—is Homer a reliable reporter on necromancy practices of his period? His
audience would have kept him honest in this regard, because they would have known
well the outlines of the practices. As we know from Eric Auerbach’s “Odysseus’ Scar”
(in Mimesis), such details are a critical piece of Homeric narrative and literary sensibility:
food, armor, people’s genealogies and their clothes, ships and all their fittings—all play a
major role in the literary aims of Homeric epic. Sof-sof, Homer would have gotten it
mostly right including in the area of necromancy, which was not a fairy-tale but a reality
to his audiences.

{Insert here: Why doesn’t Scripture describe such things? “Odysseus’ Scar” on
foreground, background, doctrinal and literary issues]

So now we can look at the passage in the Odyssey, chapter 11.

ELEMENTS PARALLEL TO SAMUEL TEXT:

Place of seeker, asker: in Od., this is same as one who calls the spirit. No medium
necessary. Kirke is the feminine element represented in I Sam. by the “witch.” Here her
role is displaced, but she is the one who tells Odysseus how to do what he needs to do to
contact Teiresias (also a prophet!). Kirke is a sort of high priestess.

Women and necromancy: ov is a pit in the earth; the earth is imaged as female many
places but also in Bible. For example, when God curses the earth for swallowing (bet-
lamed-ayin) the blood of Hevel, it is envisioned as a woman. Just as earth is seen as the
source of life and also the destination of life (through burial), so women, another source
of life, can be seen as the most in touch with the earth and all it harbors.

Odysseus has to go to a special place to do this, as does Saul. Od. Goes north to land of
Cimmerians.

In both stories, a woman is instrumental in directing the ritual.

Association with a spring: Endor, and cf. Aeneas at Avernus. The spring connects to the
underworld rivers.

Bo6pov is a pit. Cf. Encyclopedia Miqgra’it s.v. “alef-vav-vet”

There is a particular order of offerings: honey-milk, wine, grain, meat. Colors of above
are important. In Samuel text, offerings are displaced into meal the “witch” serves to
Saul after the ritual is over.

11:43—0eomeom wyn “rustling cries” Fitzgerald. Cf. word in Isaiah: m’tsaftsefet.
Teiresias has golden staff, cf. Samuel’s cloak as distinguishing mark

Od. And crew go to a land of night—-cf laylah.

Spirits must drink blood to allow them to speak.

IT IS A VISUAL APPARITION. This is clear in the Odyssey text; and understood in the
MT, that is, the narrator assumes the actual apparition of a shade, not just a voice from



within 2 human. That is why I believe this reading of ov rather than those that understand
it as a spirit speaking through a ventriloquist (which also means “stomach-speaker!™).
There are some local beliefs about exactly how that shade was perceived by the humans,
but the MT, like the Odyssey text, believes that the shade of Samuel was called up, and it
looked and spoke like Samuel.

Origen: what views were developing in early Church about after life. Why does QOrigen
feel so very strongly about She’ol as place of punishment. Jt’s not much in Tanakh, does
it come from early Christian circles. Concem with punishment right after death: is it
modeled on classical notion of what happens in afterlife? As in Dis, Hades, Pluto; find
thumbnail description of eschatological views in classical lit. Note even there there are
different kinds of people—suicides, lovers, accidental deaths, saints. Hero sagas and
contact with underworld (conversation with R. Fine). Does Odysseus otherwise go to
underworld? Is he sort of an anti-hero? (Origen, Odyssey)

17
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE

Septuagint (LXX): 3" c. B.C.E. Written in Greek. Translation of some original text of
the Tanakh (possibly not same as original used to produce MT?). Done in Alexandria for
Jews by Jews. See Letter of Aristeas as legend of LXX origin. Mention Origen’s work
trying to coordinate Hebrew text with Greek text and Targumim. Mention his textual
adjustments so that we don’t really know what the text of the LXX was. He also
apparently adjusted the Hebrew text. See Anchor Bible Dictionary, v. 5, LXX as a
translation (article 1s by Melvin K.H. Peters, s.v. “Septuaginta.”

Anchor Bible, p. 1100: “In point of fact, as any one who has worked with L.XX mss will
attest, and as Lagarde himself pointed out long ago, all extant LXX mss (including the
great uncials) are corrupt, in view of the complicated history of LXX. (Equally corrupt,
for that matter, is the so-called MT.)”

Anchor Bible Dictionary: “1-2 Samuel: The Greek text is longer in general than the
Hebrew, often providing smoother reading. There are also elements in the Hebrew that
are not in the Greek. One of the more notable details is the portrayal of David in relation
to the Goliath story (1 Samuel 17-18). The Greek text is shorter by 50 verses than the
Hebrew.” P. 1101

Anchor: Translation quality varies on a continuum from “wooden/mechanic/literalistic on
the one extreme and free paraphrase on the other.” Pentateuch right in middle. “On the
wooden end is the transiation of Ecclesiastes, on the other end is Proverbs and Job.” P.
1101. .

Page 1102: “The most important reason for studying the LXX then is to read and
understand the thought of Jews in the pre-Christian centuries....Septuagint studies are
thus important for textual, canonical, and exegetical purposes.”

“Before and after the adoption of the LXX by Christians—most of whom were former
Jews—it was an important document in Hellenistic circles. Early Jewish writers in
Greek, such as Philo (ca. 30 CE), Paul (ca. 50 CE), and Josephus (ca. 80 CE) allegorized,
expanded, and quoted it extensively. The sermons and commentaries of Greek and Latin
Church Fathers show evidence that they were using a Greek and not a Hebrew Bible....”
“A third reason the LXX is important is that it explains the way the Hebrew Bible was
understood and interpreted in antiquity. To the degree that every translation is a
commentary, the LXX, as the first translation of the Hebrew Bible, provides insight into
the art of translation of a sacred text and the subtle (and at times blatant) ways in which it
was re-interpreted in the process.”

Also reminder of huge complexity of establishing text or interpretive doctrines, never
mind individual interpretations...no easy answers! {paraphrase of Anchor)

On Targumim: Jonathan has Samuel.

Translation as interpretation. Examine text closely for this.

[ Samuel 28

Issues:

Samuel’s mantle: kai houtos diploida anabeblemenos. But Saul wears himation. Does
this translation shed any light on the mantle question? Explore use of word himation and
diploida. Same as in other episodes where mantle important? Hannah’s garment,
garment Saul tore, garment David tore/cut. Words for priestly garment?

Zakef or zaken? Andra orthion anabainonta ek tes ges. The word orthion might look like
an Interpolation/interpretation; actually reflects a different text reading zakef.
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Acts one does in this type of analysis primarily philological. What does choice of word
say about concept behind translation, the interpretation of the text being translated? How
is the word used elsewhere in the translation? This last is key to understanding semantic
range of word in target language, appropriateness to tone of translated passage.
Generally seems to be a pretty faithful translation of whatever text translator had before
him; but that was not identical with MT. Vorlage.

Words for divination: engastrimythos = ba’alat ov? Gnostas = yid’oni?
Neighbor or enemy? Meta tou plesion sou: Other LXX mss have antidzelos sou

Today’s writing ass’t.: LXX, introduction, paragraph re LXX, how it was produced
(where, when); character of translation; comparison with Targumim. Find out a little bit
more about Targumim. Letter of Aristeas. How translation might be considered a genre
of midrash, Targumim are occasionally very midrashic on things. Compare a Targum on
Samuel 28 with LXX. But central question is how does translation do on answering the
questions we had about MT? Any insight on text before them.

Trick: how to present zakef/zaken idea until it’s time to present midrash about upright
shades. Maybe will need to draw midrash in early.

Conclusions: what parts were interpretation? What questions got answered? Any new
ones raised?

Deuteronomy 18:11
Issues:

I[saiah 8:19, 29:4

Issues:

Vayikra 20:27, 20:6, 19:31
Issues:

II Kings 21:6

IT Chron. 33:6

I Chron. 10:13
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Kixes XXVIL 8—XXVIIL 12,

$ And David and his men went up, and
made an attack on all the Gesirites and on
the Amalekites: and behold, the land was
inhabited, (even the land 8 {rom Gelampsur)
by those who come from the fortified cities
even to the land of Egyps. %Axnd he smote
the land, and saved neither man nor woman
alive; and they ook flocks, and herds, and
asses, and camels, and raiment; angd they
returned ang came to Anchus. 1 And An-
chus said to David, On whom have ‘{e made
an attack to-day? And David said to An-
chus, On the south of Jndea, and on the
couth of Jesmega, and on the south of the
Tenczite, 1 And I have not saved man or
woman alive to bring them to Geth, sayug,
Lest they carry a report to Geth agaimst us,
saying, ‘U'hese things David does. And this
was his manner ail the days that David
dwelt in the country of the Philistines.
150 David bad the full confidence of An.
chus, ¥y who said, He is thoroughly disgraced
among his people in Israel, and he shall be
my servant for ever.

And it came to pass iu those days that the
Philistines gathered themselves together
With their armies to go out to Sght with
Israel; and Anchus said to David, 8 Know
surely, that thou shalt go forth to battle
with me, thou, and thy men. 2 And David
said to Anchus, ‘Thus now thou shalt know
what thy servant will do. And Anchus
said to David, So will I make thee captan
of my body-guard continually.

% And Samuet died, and all israel lnmented
{or him, and they bury bim in his eity, in
Armathaim. And Saul had removed those
who had in them divining spirits, and the
wizards, out of the land. *And the Philis-
tines assemble themselves, and_come and
encemp in Sonam; and Saul gathers all the
men of Israel, and they encamp in Gelbue.
5 And Saul saw the camp of the Philistines,
and he was alarmed, and his heart was
greatly dismayed. ®And Saul enquired of
the Lord ; and the Lord answered him not
by dreams, nor by manifestations, nor by

propheta.

7 lhen Saul said to his servants, Seek for
me o woman who has in her a divinieg
spirit, and I will go to her, and enguire of
Trer: and his servants seid to him, Belold,
there is a woman who has m her a divining
spirit at Aendor. }

8And Saul disgnised himself, and pat on
other raiment, and he goes, and two men
with him, and they come to the woman by
night; and he said to her, Divine to me, I
pray hi;ee, by the divining spirit within thee,
and bring up to me him whom I shall name
to thee. ?And the woman said to him,
‘Behold now, thou knowest what Saul has
done, how he has cut off  those who had in
them divining spirits, and the wizards from
the land, and why dost thou spread o snare
for my life to destroyit? *And Saul swore
to her, and said, As the Lord lives, #no
injury shall come upon theeon this account.
W And the woman said, Whom shall I bring
up to thee? and he said, Briog up te me
Samuel.

12 And the woman saw Samuel, and eried

X, bave rendered ITIVD . .. DY of old to Shur, by Gad Tehopboip.

magnified. T Or, ventriloquists,

er.

¥ Gr. gaying.
4 Gr. il injury.

3 Gr. thou shalt know surely,
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I Kixes XXVIII, 13—XXIX. 3.

out with & loud voice: and the woman said
to Saul, Why bast thou deceived me? for
thou art Saul. ¥ Angd the king said to her,
Fearnot; tell me whom thou hast seen. And
the woman said to him, I saw gods ascend-
ing out of the earth, ¥ And he said to her,
What didst thou pereeive ? and she seid to

im, An wpright man ascending out of the
earth, and he was clothed with a mantle.
And Ssul knew that this was Samuel, and
he stooped with his face to the earth, and

did obeisance to him,

% And Samuel seid, Why hast thon trou.
bled me, that I sbon_lri come up?  And San!
said, T am greatly distressed, end the Philis-
tines war against me, and God has departed
from me, and no longer Ahearkens to me
either by the hand of grophets or by dreams:;
and now I have called thee to tell me what
I shall do. 26 And Samuel said, Why ackest
thou me, whereas the Lord has departed
from thee, and taken c11'>zafrt witk thy neigh-
bour? ¥ And the Lord has done to thee,ps
the Lord spoke by Yme: and the Lord will
rend thy lingdom out of thy hand, and wili
give it to thy neighbour David, ¥ because
thou didst rot hearken to the voice of the
Lord, end didst not execute his fierce anger
upon Amalee, therefore the Lord has done
this thing to thee thisdsy. ¥And the Lord
shail deliverIsrael with thee into the hands
of the Philistines, and to-morrow thou and
thy sone with thee shall fall, and the Lord
shall delirer_the ermy of Israel into the
hends of the Philistines.

PAnd Baul &instantly fell at his full
length upon the earth, and was eaily afraid
because of the words of Samuel ; and there
was 1o longer any strepgth in him, for be

had eaten no bread all that day, and all
that night, 2 And the woman went fu to
Saul, and sow that he was greatly 8 dis-
Quicted, and said to him, Bekold now, thine
handmaid has hca]‘kgnc('] to thy voice, anid

lave put my life in my band, and have
Aleard the words which thou hast, spoken
tome. ** And now hearken, I pray th ee, to
the voice of thine handmaid, and T will set
before thee a morsel of bread, and eat, and
thou shalt be strengthened, for thou wilt be
going on thy way. 3 But he would not eat;
£0 s servants and the woman constrained
him, and he hearkened to their Yoice, and
rose up from the carth, angd saot wpon a
bench. ® And the woman had a fat heifer
in the house; and she hasted and slew it :
#nd she took meal and kneaded it, an
haXed unlea vencd eakes. 2 And she brought
the meat before Seul, and before his ser.
vants; and they ate, and rose up, and de-
parted that night.

And the Philistines gather all their armies
to Aphee, and Israel encamped in Aendor,
which 1s in Jezrnel. 2And the lords of the

hilistines went on # by hundreds and thou-
sands, and David and bis men went on in
the reer with Anclms. *And the lords of
the Philistines seid, Who are these £ that
pass by? And Anchus eaid to the captains
of the Philistines, Is mot this Dawd the
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B Gr, has hearkened.
3 Gr. hasted acd foll standing or at his full length; as the Hebrew,

B Gr. to or at,

)
kai éxparaubtiy Aawid & K
v Gr.my hand. .
L Gr, ate. ¢ Lit. hasted, o, d. trepidarit,
is here translated; osin Gew. xiv. 15.

T
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PSEUDO-PHILO
LIBER ANTIQUITATUM BIBLICARUM, CHAPTER 64

Pseudo-Philo is the name given by scholars to the unknown author of a work called in
Latin “Liber Antiquitatum Biblicarum,” the “Book of Biblical Antiquities.” I will designate this
work simply as LAB hereafter. This unknown author never claimed that his work was the work
of the great Alexandrian scholar Philo Judaeus; his work was packaged by others (probably
medieval Christian scholars) along with the works of Philo by a somewhat tortured logic:
Josephus had written something called “Antiquities of the Jews,” a retelling of the Bible
covering the same material as LAB, so this work could not be attributed to Josephus despite its
similarities. However the other great Jewish author of antiquity, like Josephus well-known to
Christian scholars of the middle ages, Philo, could have written something like this work. There
was no section of Philo’s work that resembled LAB, so it was published along with Philo’s
works.' There is a question as to whether Pseudo-Philo is known to the early Church Fathers
such as Origen.” These Church Fathers definitely knew Philo backwards and forwards—he was
their major source on allegorical interpretation of Scripture—so if they are not familiar with
LAB then it probably was not yet included in the works of Philo, not before the 5™ century of the
Common Era at least. Pseudo-Philo is of a clearly different genre from those used by Philo.
Pure retold Bible just for the sake of retelling is not a feature of Philo’s work. LAB’s narrative
style also differs from Philo’s considerably. Yet the power of that medieval attribution kept the
two together until fairly recently.

The only texts of LAB we have are written in Latin, but the work probably was originally
composed in Hebrew and might have passed through a phase in Greek before being rendered into

Latin. There are some very strange passages for which the best explanation yet is that they are

! Harrington, ABD, s.v. “Philo, Pseudo--,” has a thorough article on this author to which I am indebted.
2 EJ, s.v. Pseudo-Philo
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mangled translations of the original Hebrew which only get more obscure as they are again
translated. If this work was originally written in Hebrew, the passages of the Bible quoted in it
are from a text not identical to the Masoretic text (MT), but rather a Palestinian text. It is also
speculated that the author had some text of the Septuagint (LXX) before him, though his
guotations more often agree with the Hebrew Bible than the mainstream texts of LXX we
possess. He may also have used Targumim to aid him in his retelling’

For retelling is what Pseudo-Philo’s LAB is about. He covers the period from Adam and
his descendants (leaving out great swaths of Genesis 1-3 and much else) to the death of Saul. It
is not known whether LAB’s end-point is intentional or accidental. Was there once more of
LABR, covering Davidic history, the division of the kingdom, and so forth? Did the author intend
to write more, but did not get to it? So far we do not know. What we do know about what we
have is that the author combined Biblical narratives with midrashic interpretations and his own
created material (dialogues, speeches, explanations) to make a unified whole—unified in style
and theme in a way that the original Biblical text is not. We will see close-up some of these
techniques of unifying when we turn to the text of the end of Saul’s story.

But first something needs to be said about the dating of LAB. There is a spectrum of
opinions on when LAB was composed. Most put the work around the beginning of the Common
Era but before the destruction of the Temple. They reason that, had it been written after 70 C.E.,
it would exhibit more distress about that event, maybe even including predictions or
foreshadowings of that terrible catastrophe in its retelling of Biblical history (compare for
instance the apocalypses in 4 Baruch and 2 Ezra). As we discuss later, part of the impulse to
interpretation is to superimpose our understanding of current events on a pattern that has been

discovered in earlier texts, especially if they are sacred texts. What is exciting about this dating

? Feldman’s Prolegomenon to M.R. James’ translation of LAB, p. xxxi.
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of composition is that it comes at a time when the Biblical text itself was in the final stages of
canonization. The “fixing” of the Biblical text and table of contents has a profound effect on
how the text comes to be interpreted. As I understand it, canonization also affects what genres of
interpretation turn out to be acceptable to Jewish religious and scholastic authorities—in effect a
second canonization to authorize only certain works of interpretation of the canonized sacred
text.

Let us turn to the text of LAB that tells the story with which we are here concemed, the
visit of Saul to the necromancer, corresponding to [ Samuel 28. We are specifically looking for
the answers to our questions of interpretation of the Biblical text, to see how Pseudo-Philo
understands the text. The entire running text and translation of this section are included as an
appendix to this chapter. They are from Jacobson’s masterful work,* which also comprises a
commentary covering many issues, including the rabbinic sources that match with Pseudo-
Philo’s additions and interpretations. In Jacobson’s translation, he italicizes words which
correspond to the Biblical text. I have preserved that designation in my excerpts. I will assume a
quick reading of that text, enough to get the basics of it; what follows is my commentary on

passages relevant to our concern with the resolution of problems with the text and story.

4 Jacobson, Howard, A Commentary on Pseudo-Philo’s Liber Antiquitatum Biblicarum, 2 vv. New York: E.J. Brill,
1996
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COMMENTARY ON LIBER ANTIQUITATUM BIBLICARUM CHAPTER 64
64:1 “Et post hec Samuel mortuus est, et congregatus est omnis Israel et planxit eum, et sepelivit
Eir?t;sr this Samuel died, and all Israel gathered together and wept over him and buried him.”

The story begins with this singular mention of Samuel’s death; In the Biblical text this
sentence is a resumptive repetition, which picks up this line of the narrative from the story of the
death of Nabal (I Sam. 25); the repetition tells us “and this too happened about the same time as
the death of Samuel,” that is, it is a signal that the event about to be related is simultaneous with
an event narrated earlier. LAB, like most examples of retold Bible, eliminates the need for these
resumptive repetitions, either by eliminating one or the other of the simultaneous narratives or by
putting one event after the other by some logic, thus making a more historic-seeming as well as
smoother and simpler narrative.

64:1 “Tunc Saul cogitavit dicens: Auferens maleficos de terra Israel, memores mei erunt post
discessum meum. Et dispersit Saul omnes maleficos de terra.”

Then. Saul thought and said, “If I remove the wizards from the land, Israel will remember me
after my death.” Saul scattered all the wizards from the land.

The author here supplies a motivation for Saul’s removal of the diviners from the land.
Saul’s thinking ties in to a favorite theme of Pseudo-Philo’s: the desire to “make a name” for
oneself that will live as a memorial. Pseudo-Philo disapproves of this (we will see what
Josephus thinks of it in his retelling of the same story), as we can tell by the next interpolation
the author makes. It should be noted that this technique of creating a hypothetical reasoning and
putting it in the mouth of the Biblical character is completely common in classical midrash. But
midrash always stands at a remove from the Biblical text. What retold Bible does is to blend the

text and the interpolation into one seamless whole. This is a way of filling in or sanding down

all the “surface irregularities” (as Kugel puts it) of the text and covering it all with a smooth
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skim-coat of plaster. As a literary technique, these interpolations serve to reveal a narrator who
1s omniscient and desirous of sharing his knowledge. The narrator of the Biblical text is more
wary of revealing himself and his knowledge: while we are occasionally given insights into a
character’s thoughts or reasons, it is rare compared to the number of actions characters take with
no reasons given. The Biblical narrator is omniscient yet concealed and concealing. In classical
midrash, the idea of a narrator is not really relevant. We tend to think more of a redactor, or
compiler, or named authorities when we try to hear the voice in which the midrash speaks. The
conceit of midrashic interpretation is absolutely extra-textual as concerns its sacred object of
examination; retold Bible smoothes together text and interpretation in one. The finished product
of a retold-Bible process looks like a Greek history of, say, Herodotus. The sacred text is

historicized in the fashion of the day.

64:1 “Et dixit Deus: Ecce Saul non propter timorem mieum tulit maleficos de terra, sed ut sibi
nomen faceret. Ecce quos dispersit ad eos vadet, ut divinationem consequatur ab illis, eo quod
non habeat prophetas.”

God said, “Behold Saul has removed the wizards out of the land not for fear of me, but to make a
name for himself. Behold he will go to those whom he has dispersed, to obtain divination from
them, because he has no prophets.”

God instantly responds to Saul’s internally-stated motivation, and not favorably. This
interpolation by the author motivates Saul’s seeking of the necromancer: God made it happen as
a middah k’neged middah (measure for measure) punishment for Saul’s vaulting ambition to
make a name and a memorial for himself. The Biblical text leaves the puzzlement and tension in
place by simply juxtaposing Saul’s expulsion of the diviners and his own request for a diviner.
The rabbinic midrash gives a pseudo-explanation for it in the form of a mashal, but the mashal

does not in any way really function as an explanation or motivation for Saul’s contradictory

activities. Elsewhere in midrash the Sages are certainly not shy of attributing measure-for-
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measure reasons to God, but not here in this story. Pseudo-Philo’s account differs from the
rabbinic one in this particular. He may be preserving an interpretive tradition that he had learned
and which fit his program.

64:2 “Et tunc Allophtli dixerunt unusquisque ad proximum suum: Ecce Samuel propheta
mortuus est, et quis orat pro Israel? Et David, qui pugnavit pro eis, inimicus est Saul et non est
cum eis. Et nunc exsurgentes eamus et pugnantes expugnemus....”

Then the Philistines said to each other, “Behold Samuel the prophet is dead, and who prays for
Israel? David, who fought on their behalf, is Saul’s enemy, and he is not with them. Now let us
rise up and go and fight...

This inserted passages motivates the Philistine gathering of troops. This is a common feature
of histories of the time, which from Herodotus on were fascinated with military strategy, yet
have no access to primary sources for how battle leaders actually made any given decision. It
was a standard technique to put the author’s speculation about the causes and tactics of a conflict
in a leader’s mind or mouth. Pseudo-Philo thus makes patent for us, the readers, what the Bible
does by juxtaposition of scenes, cutting (to use modern film jargon) sharply back and forth
between David, the Philistines, and Saul in the space of a few verses at the beginning of I Sam.
28.

64:3 “Et respondit ei populus: Ecce nunc est mulier Sedecla nomine et hec filia divini Madianite,
qui seduxit populum Israel maleficiis, et ecce hec habitat in Endor.”

The people answered him, “Behold now there is a woman, Sedecla by name, and she is the
daughter of the Midianite diviner who led the people of Israel astray with sorceries, and behold
she dwells in Endor.”

Why does Pseudo-Philo change the Biblical narrative in this tiny detail of who told Saul about
the necromancer? Why does he shift the blame from Saul’s close attendants onto the whole
people? He creates a cause for the defeat of all Israel at the hands of the Philistines: what a
sinful people, that knows exactly where to find a non-kosher diviner, and that readily encourages

their king to seek her out! In this way of telling the story, the people deserve their defeat just as

much as Saul deserves his death in the upcoming battle. This is an important moral principle for
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the author to articulate, while the Biblical narrative leaves the divine justice of the people
following their leader to defeat implicit—they are not to blame for a specific sin, but people fare
as their leader fares, and Saul is doomed. At the end of chapter 63, just above this passage,
Psendo-Philo has taken pains to point out the people’s guilt in another matter: “And God said,
“Behold in the year when Saul began to reign, when Jonathan had sinned and he wanted to kilt
him, this people rose up and did not et him. Now when 385 priests were killed, they are silent
and say nothing. Therefore behold the time will come soon, and I will deliver them into the
hands of their enemies, and they will fall dead with their king.” (63:3)

Notice also that Pseudo-Philo has given the necromancer (or diviner as Jacobson
translates the term) a name as well as an ancestry. Rabbinic midrash does this often, although
Pseudo-Philo’s name for her is not found elsewhere. Whether he created it himself, or knew a
midrashic tradition that is not preserved elsewhere, we can only speculate. Pirke de Rabi Eliezer,
centuries later, gives the necromancer the name “Zephaniah” (at least it seems to; the text is not
clear), the one who reveals hidden things. Pseudo-Philo’s name for her means “Not-Righteous”
according to Ginsberg.” The Midianite diviner from whom she is descended has his own story in
Pseudo-Philo chapter 34, where he charms the Israelites away to idolatry with his magical
“miracles” and his convincing speech. This is totally Pseudo-Philo’s creation.

Notice that Pseudo-Philo does not pick up on, or does not know, the midrashic tradition that has
the necromancer as the mother of Avner, Saul’s trusted (if not always trustworthy) personal
advisor (see Vayikra Rabbah 26:7, Midrash Shmuel 18, Tanhuma Emor).

64:4 “Exivit Saul foras, et ploravit et dixit: Ecce nunc scio quoniam spectes mea mutata est, et
gloria regni mei transivit a me.”

* Legends of the Jews, “Saul and David,” though Ginsberg notes that this is an uncommon formation to bear that

meaning; compare the prophet Hosea’s “not” names (Lo-Ruchamah, Lo-Ammi), where the negative element comes
first.
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Saul went outside and wept and said, “Behold now I know that my appearance has changed, and
the glory of my kingship has passed from me.”

Pseudo-Philo mserts this to explain how it is that this famous diviner does not recognize the
even more famous first king of Israel. In the sentence before this he has established that the
diviner had often seen King Saul before, and yet he is unrecognizable until she sees him with
Samuel. The Biblical text is content to establish that Saul deliberately disguised himself
(vayyithapes) by putting on other clothes, and this suffices to hide his identity until the
necromancer sees something having to do with Samuel that tips her off as to Saul’s identity. The
details added in LAB serve to heighten the pathos of Saul’s situation and the disturbance of his
emotions. It seems extraneous to have Saul go outside, however: does the author envision the
necromancy happening outside or in? Does Saul go back in the house, and the narrator doesn’t
mention it? Perhaps the author’s dramatic sense required that Saul’s walking back in place him
right next to Samuel so that the diviner could then recognize Saul by seeing him that way. The
next passage presents Pseudo-Philo’s interpretation of how the diviner recognized Saul.

64:5 Et factum est cum videret mulier Samuelem ascendentem et Saulem vidit cum €o,
exclamavit et dixit: Bcce tu es Saul, et quare illusisti me?

When the woman saw Samuel rising up and she saw Saul with him, she shouted out and said,
“Behold, you are Saul; why have you deceived me?”

The Biblical text is inscrutable on the issue of how the diviner recognized Saul. Pseudo-
Philo ducks the question a bit simply by implying that it was the juxtaposition of Saul with
Samuel that triggered her recognition. Pseudo-Philo does not seem to be reading “zakef” in his
Hebrew text (although he does not acknowledge “zaken” if that is what he had in front of him);
nor does he translate “orthion” in his LXX, if that is the reading he had in front of him. Perhaps

if he did see “zakef” and “orthion” he didn’t understand the import of Samuel being upright. The

first place we have a direct explanation that deals with “upright” comes in the rabbinic midrash,
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where it 1s explained that the diviner (ba’alat ov) recognizes Saul because Samuel comes up
upright, as when a king calls up a shade (versus upside down, when a commoner calls). The
midrash tells this as a well-known folk tradition, which it may or may not have been; whichever
it was, Pseudo-Philo eithe; does not know the tradition or does not consider it meet for his
purposes.

64:5 ...Que dixit: Ecce quadraginta anni sunt ex quo elevo mortuos Allophilis, sed hec species
non est visa, sed nec postea videbitur.

She said, “Behold, it is forty years that I have been raising the dead for the Philistines, but this
sight has never been seen, nor will it be seen in the future.”

Pseudo-Philo creates this expostulation by Sedecla. Why have her say this? Perhaps he
inserts it to remind us that this is not just any garden-variety diviner, but the famous descendant
of that other idolatrous wizard, Aod the Midianite (whom Pseudo-Philo also made up). Her
remarking on the uniqueness of the event also gives honor to Samuel—experienced as she is, this

is a vision that is beyond her ken, implying that maybe it is beyond her control as well (see 64:7).

64:6 ...Ipse enim vestitur stolam albam superpositam diploidem, et duo angeli deducentes eum.
“...He is clothed in a white robe with a mantle placed over it, and two angels are leading him.”

This is Sedecla’s response to Saul’s question “What is his appearance?” Only the mantle is
original to the Biblical text. Where did the author get the white robe and the angels? Perhaps his
Greek text contained the word “ephoud,” a transliteration into Greek of the Hebrew word for a
piece of priestly apparatus, and perhaps he understood the ephod to be a priestly white garment (I
disagree with Jacobson on this understanding). Some manuscripts of LXX have the word
“ephoud” along with “diplois” which is the common word used to translate “me’il” in the
Biblical text. Even if Pseudo-Philo did not have that in his LXX, he may have known a tradition
of Samuel dressed like a priest or even wearing the ephod. And the angels? The Biblical text

does say “elohim olim,” formally a plural. Maybe other beings came up with Samuel, divine
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beings. Compare Targum Jonathan’s® interpolation: “mal’akha d’yud-vav-yud,” “the angel of
the Lord,” to explain the same plural. The angels are remarkably sticky throughout the
interpretive history of this episode, especially in Christian interpretations. The midrash has some
other ideas about Samuel’s retinue. Still, even though the angels do make some sense of the
plural “elohim,” Pseudo-Philo’s description has a taste of what Kugel calls “overkill” about it—
the tendency to throw every known tradition in to the pot in hopes that taken together the
‘puzzling aspect of the passage will render something like sense.

64:6 Et memoratus est Saul diploidis quam disruperat Samuel dum viveret, et percutiens manum
elus prolecit eam in terram.

Saul remembered the mantle that Samuel, when he was alive, had rent, and, clapping his hands
together, had thrown it on the ground.

This might be a very neat psychological interpolation based on a garbled reading of the
Biblical text (or a reading of a garbled Biblical text?). Jacobson suggests that Pseudo-Philo is
reading “vayikra” (with an ayin at the end) at I Sam. 28:17. He could have been bolder to
suggest “vayikra’ kapayim” instead of what we now see in MT: “vayaqod apayim.”” At any rate,
Jacobson proposes that the verb recalls the verb used at I Sam. 15, in another scene involving a
mantle and Samue]. The verb in common prompts Pseudo-Philo to interject a memory—a
flashback, in today’s argot—into Saul’s consciousness. It is an incredibly apt flashback, where
Samuel interprets an earthly act of overreaching on Saul’s part as an omen of how Saul will lose
the kingdom through overreaching. The Biblical text itself supports this connection, when
Samuel says “The Lord has done as He foretold through me....” The foretelling certainly could

refer to the scene at [ Sam. 15. Pseudo-Philo’s flashback is the vehicle for another of his favorite

themes, that God lets humans know His will but humans don’t always understand God’s

§ Targum Jonathan is a late first century or early second century work {rom Eretz Yisrael, and is a translation with
midrashic interpolations. See Harrington, Targem Jonathan.

"t is however disturbing to see that in BHS no such MS variant, or indeed any variant reading at all, is noted for
this verse.

10
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expressions. Understanding God’s will is a critical skill for a leader in Pseudo-Philo, and it is a
skill Saul lacks in this author’s retelling of the saga. The rabbinic midrashim do other things
with the mantle, and also refer to the episode at [ Sam. 15, but connect the two in a rather
different way, one that conforms more closely to the text we have today.

64:7 “Putavi quod appropinquasset tempus reddendi merces operum meorum. Et ideo noli
gloriari rex, neque tu mulier. Vos enim non deduxistis me, sed ea traditio in qua dixit mihi Deus
cum viverem, ut veniens nunciarem tibi, quod peccaveras iam secundo neglegenter Deo.
Propterea post redditionem anime mee conturbata sunt ossa mea, ut dicerem tibi mortuus que
audirem vivens.”

“I thought that the time of the payment for my deeds had arrived. And so do not boast, King, nor
you, woman. It is not you who have brought me, but rather that order that God spoke to me
while I was still alive, that I should come and tell you that you have scornfully sinned a second
time against God. Therefore, after rendering up my soul, my bones were disturbed so that I
should speak to you and though dead be heard as one living.”

The first sentence of this passage says exactly what several midrashic passages say,
responding to the Hebrew verb “hirgaztani.” Samuel thought it was the Judgment Day and was
disturbed in his frame of mind. But Pseudo-Philo throws in another explanation of “hirgaztani”
in line with its basic meaning of being moved about. The author implies that God had ordered
Samuel to prophecy after his death, thus authorizing the disturbance of his bones. The root resh-
gimel-zayin is used in contexts of human remains being disturbed or plundered. There is also
midrashic tradition that God had privileged Samuel among the prophets to prophecy not only
while alive, but also after his death (PRE 33, Sirach 46:20 per Ginzberg, Legends, vol.6 page
237 and note ad loc.).

Pseudo-Philo pursues another agenda in interpolating so many words into Samuel’s
speech to Saul. He takes the power to summon Samuel’s shade away from the diviner and Saul
and places it in God’s hands. This idea that the souls of the righteous dead could be pushed

around by idolatrous wizards was profoundly disturbing to Origen as well. I don’t think that

Pseudo-Philo was denying the effectiveness of necromancy for pulling up your average everyday
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shade; rather he does not want fo see Samuel treated so cavalierly, as if God wouldn’t protect His
great prophet from such indignities. Origen is concerned about demonic power over any soul, at
least Christian ones. Pseudo-Philo is more in line with rabbinic thought, which stoutly
acknowledges the effectiveness of all sorts of magic and mantic arts, only rejecting their use by
the people Israel. Origen pursues a line of argument that comes to be particularly Christian. Still
it 1s interesting to see the same concern reflected in the understanding of these two quite different
readers of Scripture.

64:8 “...et propter quod zelata sunt viscera tua, accipietur de te quod est tuum.”
“...and because your heart was envious what is yours will be taken from you.”

Pseudo-Philo gives another reason for Saul’s downfall over and above the acts that Saul
committed in defiance of God. The author tells us through Samuel that bad inner qualities wiil
be punished in such a way as to teach a lesson about those qualities. This interpretation places a
frame on all of Saul’s flaws. He was not punished only for his disobedience to God but also for
his mad rage against David, which sprang from jealousy over David’s unerring ability to stay in
God’s good graces and to know what God wanted of him (something that tragically eluded Saul
most of the time). The Biblical narrator, by contrast, does not explicitly connect Saul’s downfall
with his personality, only with his disobedient acts. This is true in Chronicles also, where there
1s a list of Saul’s sins that caused him to lose the kingdom. The Biblical narrator tells us much
about Saul’s character, but not for the purpose of judging him, or so it seems to me. The idea
that character determines God’s (or the gods®) decree of fate on a person is much more a Greek
idea than a Biblical one. This is a subjective assessment, deserving of further research and
supportive argument; let me just bring the idea in Greek tragedy of hamartia, tragic flaw or
possibly tragic mistake (an act or thought process). The hamartia of Oedipus is his quest for his

personal origin without regard for the consequences of knowing what he might find out. It is
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both noble and his undoing. Sophocles sees Oedipus as possessing a character trait, his
persistence and intellectual rigor, which leads to the right moral outcome (the dissolution of an
incestuous union) but the destruction of just about everybody. Both Oedipus’ character and his
actions, fatefully intertwined, combine to lead to his downfall.

Compare the story of Saul. The narrator of this story gives us a great deal of information
about Saul’s character, that is, motivations and thoughts and actions and feelings. And yet there
is a disjuncture between all this information and God’s reasons for destroying Saul, as told us by
our narrator in the book of Samuel. I am not here going to speculate about why the book of
Samuel is so interested in developing character; it is a very worthy topic, the more so because it
is so unique in all the Tanakh. [ will say that it seems that all that character information is never
used to inculpate Saul in his own downfall. Saul’s fate is God’s responsibility and is directly
connected to a very particular few acts of Saul’s. At some times we are given to suspect that
some of Saul’s distress is simply due to the fact that God chose him to be the first king of Israel
when God was against that very idea. To put it bluntly, we are at least allowed the question: did
God raise Saul up only to dash him down?

64:9 Bt audivit Saul verba Samuelis, et dissolutus est et dixit: Ecce ego vado cum filiis fneis
mor, st ruina mea exoratio est iniquitatum mearum. Et surrexit Saul, et abiit inde.

Saul heard the words of Samuel and grew faint and said, “Behold 1 go to die with my sons, for
my destruction will be an atonement for my wickedness.” Saul rose up and went away from
there.

Note that the only italicized words in this final passage of this chapter are “and he rose up
and went away.” The rest is Pseudo-Philo’s addition. Subtraction is going on too—Pseudo-
Philo abandons the Biblical ending of the episode, the meal provided by the necromancer. By

doing so, he preserves a very high heroic tone for Saul’s exit from the scene, but loses a subtlety

that the narrator of I Samuel definitively desired. This is sadly not the place to discuss the
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significance of the post-ritual meal, precisely because it is complex and multi-layered. More
important than that complexity for Pseudo-Philo is to impress on the reader that Saul finally got
the message about his disobedience, and wants to do a heroic thing to atone for it rather than
scurtying away from his fate or dying ignobly.

As for the 1dea that Saul’s brave confrontation of death is an atonement for his sins,
rabbinic midrash comes to this conclusion as well. As with other themes common to both LAB
and the midrash, we can not be sure the traditions didn’t develop independently. But we also
may not dismiss the possibility that there was a large pool of interpretations of Biblical texts
floating around in Jewish culture through the Hellenistic, Hasmonean, Roman periods and
beyond, which occasionally made their way into written texts. Later, in the rabbinic period and
on into the Middle Ages, this oral culture of interpretation came more and more to be written
down in various texts: some in the Mishnah, much in the Gemara, and of course in works of
halakhic and aggadic midrash. But even before the commitment to paper of these traditions,
writers such as Philo, Pseudo-Philo, Josephus, Matthew, Mark, Luke, John, Paul, Clement and
Origen freely pulled these interpretations out of their learning and embedded them in their
writings. The most likely scenario is that Pseudo-Philo and the midrash are relying on ages-old
traditions handed down from teacher to student virtually ever since the Biblical texts began to be
studied and well before those texts were canonized into the form we know today. This text-
centered behavior begins approximately with Ezra the Scribe after the return from exile and

remains a feature of certain Jewish sects down through the Pharisees and on to the Sages.
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testamenti tui quod dispositum est inter me et te; nec memor sis odii
quod te odit pater meus in vano, sed dilectionis mee qua te amavi;
nec memor sis quod tibi ingratus fuit pater meus, sed memor esto
mense in qua manducavimus simul; nec retineas zelum quo te
zelavit male, sed veritatem quam habemus ego et tu; nec cures men-
dacium quod mentitus est Saul, sed iuramenta que ad invicem iurav-
imus. Et osculati sunt se invicem. Et post hec abiit David in here-
mum, et Jonathas ingressus est civitatem.

LXIIL 1. In illo tempore sacerdotes qui habitabant in Noba erant
contaminantes sancta Domini et exprobrantes primitiva populis. Et
indignatus est Deus et dixit: Ecce ego delebo habitantes in Noba,
quoniam ambulant in viis filiorum Heli. 2. Et in tempore illo venit
Dohec Syrus qui super mulas erat Saul, et dixi ei: Tu nescis quo-
niam facit consilia Abimelech sacerdos cum David, et rompheam
dedit ei, et dimisit eum in pace? Et misit Saul et vocavit Abimelech,
et dixit ad eum: Morte morieris, quoniam consilium disposuisti cum
inimico meo. Et interfecit Saul Abimelech et domum patris eius, et
nec unus quidem liberatus est ex tribu eius, nisi solus filius eius
Abiathar. Qui abiens ad David renuntiavit ei omnia, que contigerant
illi. 3. Et dixit ei: Ecce populus hic in anno quo ceperat regnare Saul,
cum peccasset Ionathas et vellet mortificare eum, exsurrexit et non
permisit eum; et nunc cum interficerentur sacerdotes CCCLXXXV
viri, tacuit et nihil dixit. Et propterea ecce dies venient cito, et
tradam eos in manus inimicorum eorum, et cadent vulnerati cum
rege suo. 4. Et ad Dohec Syrum hec dixit Dominus: Ecce dies ve-
nient cito, et ascendet vermis igneus in linguam eius, et tabescere
faciet eumn, et erit habitatio eius cum lair in igne inextinguibili sem-
per. 5. Omnia que fecit Saul, et reliqua verborum eius, et quomodo
persecutus est David, nonne scripta sunt in libro Regum Israel?

LXIV. 1. Et post hec Samuel mortuus est, et congregatus est Omnis
Israel et planxit eum, et sepelivit eum. Tunc Saul cogitavit dicens:
Auferens maleficos de terra Israel, memores mei erunt post disces-
sum meum. Et dispersit Saul omnes maleficos de terra. Et dixit
Deus: Ecce Saul non propter timorem meum tulit maleficos de terra,
sed ut sibi nomen faceret. Ecce quos dispersit ad eos vadet, ut div-
inationem consequatur ab illis, eo quod non habeat prophetas. 2. Et
tunc Allophili dixerunt unusquisque ad proximum suum: Ecce
Samuel propheta mortuus est, et quis orat pro Israel? Et David, qui
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pugnavit pro eis, inimicus est Saul et non est cum eis. Et nunc ex-
Surgentes earmus et pugnantes expugnemus eos, et vindicemus san-
guinem patrum nostrorum. Et collecti sunt Allophili, et venerunt ad
pugnam. 3. Ef ut vidit Saul quoniam Samuel mortuus est, et David
non esset cum co, resolute sunt manus eius, er interrogavit per
Dominum, et non obaudivit eum. Et quesivit prophetas, et non ap-
paruit ei ullus. Er dixit Saul ad populum: Queramus aliquem div-
inum, et interrogemus per eum quod cogito. Et respondit ei populus:
Ecce nunc est mulier Sedecla nomine et hec filia divini Madianite,
qui seduxit populumn Israel maleficiis, et ecce hec habitat in Endor.
4. Et induit Saul vestimenta sua non bona, et abiit ad eam ipse et
duo viri cum eo noctu, et dixit ad eam: Eleva mihi Samuelem. Que
dixit: Timeo regem Saulem. Et dixit ad eam Sau}: Non noceberis a
Saule in hoc verbo. Et dixit Saul intra se: Quando regnabam in
Istael, etiamsi gentes non videbant me, sciebant tamen quoniam
Saul eram. Et interrogabat Saul mulierern dicens: Si vidisti Saul ali-
quando? Que dixit: Frequenter vidi. Exivit Saul foras, et ploravit et
dixit: Ecce nunc scio quoniam species mea mutata est, et gloria
regni mei transivit a me. 5. Et factum est cum viderer mulier
Samuelem ascendentem et Saulem vidit cum eo, exclamavit et dixit:
Ecce tu es Saul, et quare illusisti me? Et dixit ad eam: Noli timere,
sed dic quid vidisti. Que dixit: Ecce quadraginta anni sunt ex quo
elevo mortuos Allophilis, sed hec species non est visa, sed nec
postea videbitur. 6. Er dixit ad eam Saul: Que species eius? Que
dixit: Interrogas me de dris. Ecce enim species eius non est hominis.
Ipse enim vestitur stolam albam superpositam diploidem, et duo an-
geli deducentes eum. Et memoratus est Saul diploidis quam disru-
perat Samuel dum viveret, et percutiens manum ejus. Rroiecit eam in
terram. 1. Et dixit ad eum Samuel: Ut quid me inquietasti, ut ele-
vares me? Putavi quod appropinquasset tempus reddendi merces
operum meorum. Et ideo noli gloriari rex, neque tu mulier. Vos
enim non deduxistis me, sed ea traditio in qua dixit mihi Deus cum
viverem, ut veniens nunciarem tibi, quod peccaveras iam secundo
neglegenter Deo. Propterea post redditionem anime mee _conturbata
sunt 053 mea, ut dicerem tibi mortuus que audirem vivens. 8. Nunc
ergo crastino tu et filii ti mecum eritis, tradito populo in manus
Allophilorum, et propter quod zelata sunt viscera tua, accipietur de
te quod est tuum. 9. Et audivit Saul verba Samuelis, et dissoltus est
et dixit: Ecce ego vado cum filiis meis mori, st ruina mea exoratio
est iniquitatum mearum. £z surrexit Saul, et abiit inde.
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LATIN TEXT 87

LXV. 1. Et Allophili expugnabant Israel, et exivit Saul in pugnam,

et fugit Israel ante conspectum Allophilorum. Et videns Saul quo-

niam confortabatur pugna valde, dixit in corde suo: Quid confortaris

ad vitam cum Samuel evangelizaverit tibi mortem cum filiis tuis?

2. Et dixit Saul ei qui portabat vasa eius: Tolle rompheam tuam et
mortifica me, antequam veniant Allophili et abutantur me. Et noluit
qui portabat vasa eius inicere manus suas in eum. 3. Ipse autem in-
cubuit super rompheam suam, et non potuit mori. Et respexit retro
se, vidit viram currentem et clamavit ad eum, et dixit: Tolle
macheram meam, et mortifica me, adhuc anima mea in me est. 4. Et
venit ut mortificaret eum. Et dixit ad eum Saul: Antequam morti-
fices me, nuncia mihi quis es. Et dixit ei ille: Ego sum Edabus filius
Agag, regis Amalechitarum. Et dixit Saul: Ecce nunc venerunt super
me verba Samuelis, quoniam dixit: Qui natus fuerit de Agag, erit tibl
in scandalum. 5. Vade antem et dic David: Ego occidi inimicum
roum. Et dices ei: Hec dicit Saul: Non memor sis odii mei, neque in-

iasticie mee.
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family was saved except only Abiathar his son. He went off
David and told him all that had happened to him.

3 And God said, “Behold in the year when Saul began to reign,
when Jonathan had sinned and he wanted to kill him, this people
rose up and did not let him. Now when 385 priests were killed, they
are silent and say nothing. Therefore behold the time will come
soon, and I will deliver them into the hands of their enemies, and
they will fall dead with their king.” .

4 The Lord spoke thus about Doeg the Syrian: “Behold the time
will come soon and a fiery worm will go up into his tongue and
make him rot away, and his habitation will be with Jajr in the inex-
tinguishable fire forever.”

S5 All the things that Saul did, and the rest of his deeds, and how
he pursued David, are they not written in the Book of Samuel?

to

Chapter 64: The Witch of Endor

1 After this Samuel died, and all Israel gathered together and wept
over him and buried him. Then Saul thou ght and said, “If I remove
the wizards from the land, Israel will remember me after my death.”
Saul scattered all the wizards from the land. God said, “Behold Saul
has removed the wizards out of the land not for fear of me, but to
make a name for himself. Behold he will go to those whom he has
dispersed, to obtain divination from them, because he has no
prophets.”

2 Then the Philistines said to each other, “Behold Samuel the
prophet is dead, and who prays for Israel? David, who fought on
their behalf, is Saul’s enemy, and he is not with them. Now let us
rise up and go and fight against them and avenge the blood of our
fathers.” The Philistines gathered together and came to do battle.

3 When Saul saw that Samuel was dead and David was not with
him, he grew despondent and he inquired of the Lord, but he did not
answer him. He sought prophets, but none appeared to him. Saul
said to the people, “Let us seek out some diviner and inquire of him
what I should plan.” The people answered him, “Behold now there
1S a woman, Sedecla by name, and she is the daughteér of the

Midianite diviner who Jed the people of Israel astray with sorceries,
and behold she dwells in Endor.”
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TRANSLATION 193

4 Saul put on ordinary clothing and went off to her, he and two
men with him, by night and said to her, “Raise up Samuel for me.”
She said, “I fear King Saul.” Saul said to her, “You will not be
harmed by Saul in this matter.” Saul said to himself, “When I was
king in Israel, even if people had not seen me, they knew neverthe-
less that I was Saul.” Saul asked the woman, saying, “Have you ever
seen Saul?” She said, “I have seen him often.” Saul went outside
and wept and said, “Behold now I know that my appearance has
changed, and the glory of my kingship has passed from me.”

5 When the woman saw Samuel rising up and she saw Saul with
him, she shouted out and said, “Behold you are Saul; why have you
deceived me?” He said to her, “Do not be afraid, but tell what you
have seen.” She said, “Behold, it is forty years that I have been rais-
ing the dead for the Philistines, but this sight has never been seen,
nor will it be seen in the future.”

6 Saul said to her, “What is his appearance?” She said, “You are
asking me about divine beings. For behold his appearance is not that
of a man. He is clothed in a white robe with a mantie placed over it,
and two angels are leading him.” Saul remembered the mantie that
Samuel, when he was alive, had rent, and, clapping his hands to-
gether, had thrown it on the ground.

7 Samuel said to him, “Why have you disturbed me to raise me
up? I thought that the time of the payment for my deeds had arrived.
And so do not boast, King, nor you, woman. It is not you who have
brought me, but rather that order that God spoke to me while I was
still alive, that I should come and tell you that you have scornfully
sinned now a second time against God. Therefore, after rendering up
my soul, my bones were disturbed so that I should speak to you and
though dead be heard as one living.

8 Now therefore tomorrow you and your sons will be with me
when the people have been delivered into the hands of the
Philistines; and because your heart was envious what is yours will
be taken from you.”

9 Saul heard the words of Samuel and grew faint and said,
“Behold I go to die with my sons, for my destruction will be an
;:onement for my wickedness.” Saul rose up and went away from

ere.
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Chapter 65: The Death of Saul

1 The Philistines fought against Israel, and Saul went out to battle,
and Israel fled before the Philistines. Saul, seeing that the battle wag
very adverse, said in his heart, “Why are you striving to live when
Samuel has announced death for you along with your sons?”

2 Saul said to his armor-bearer, “Take your sword and kill me be-
fore the Philistines come and abuse me.” The armor-bearer was not
willing to lay his hands upon him,

3 He fell upon his own sword, but was not able to die. He looked
behind him. He saw a man running, and he called to him and said,
“Take my spear and kill me; my soul is still in me.”

4 He came to kill him and Sau] said to him, “Before you kill me,
tell me who you are.” He said to him, “I am Edabus, son of Agag,
king of the Amalekites.” Saul said, “Behold now the words of
Samuel have come to pass upon me, for he said, ‘He who will be

born of Agag will be a stumbling block for you.’ _

> Go and tell David, ‘T have killed your enemy’. And say to him,
‘So says Saul, “Do not remember my hatred and my injustice.”” ”
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE
Josephus: 1* ¢. C.E. Written in Greek
Issues:

Genre

Textual differences
Fishbane article given for Advanced Midrash. “Exegetical Imagination?” Canonizing
Scripture, deciding what is in and what is out influences methods of interpretation later.
For instance, genre of retold Bible, Ps. Philo, Josephus, Philo, include a lot of midrashic
mnterpretations—names, pedigrees, dialogues, all the midrashic tricks—I wonder if this
isn’t a way to preserve traditions, embedded in non-sacred literature. Relieve anxiety of
whether this tradition will survive or not. Perhaps a method of packaging tradition that
eventually did not work out. Lost to classical midrash. Perhaps too Greek a genre?
Resurfaces frequently, for women, children; essentially = Legends of the Jews!

But told in Greek—so lose a lot of textual connection. Lose a lot of Kugelian “surface
irregularities” Including midrash plus writing in Greek would do a better job of
preserving tradition overall. (Pseudo-Philo; Josephus)

Genres of interpretation: section on genre of retold bible. Get hold of Early Bib. Interp.
By Kugel; also Murphy on Pseudo-Philo: Bible Retold. In true Philo, is there retold
Bible? (Pseudo-Philo, Josephus)

OUTLINE OF THE TEXT

No resumptive repetition of Samuel’s death; as in Tanakh, no reason given for expulsion
of diviners; interpolation of explanatory material e.g.6.329 “...for this sort of
ventriloquist raises up the spirits of the dead and through them foretells the future to
those who inquire of them.”

Josephus narrates the story in the third person. No dialogue, as in Biblical text. Josephus
is sometimes omniscient as the narrator, but he does not always exercise this power.

It is Samuel who reveals that the inquirer is Saul, explains Josephus.

Josephus adds the detail that the mantle (diplois) is a priestly one (hieratike); as note to
Loeb edition explains, this may be because by Josephus’ time the Hebrew word me’il
means a priestly robe, not just the kind of common garment Hannah made for Samuel
when he served in the sanctuary.

Samuel makes a speech. Specifies that it was disobedience over Amalekites and
disobedience of commandments that caused God’s turning away and punishment,
Samuel says that the next day Saul and his sons will “be with me.”

Josephus praisefully reports the ba’alat ov’s concern for Saul, her feeding him a meal of

her best supplies. Makes her a type of hospitality and loyalty where all others have
deserted Saul. Even Avner and Amasa are invisible in this retelling. At 6.340, Josephus

51



delivers a long peroration on the laudable virtues of the ba’alat ov: generosity, forgiving,
lack of concern for personal benefit or reputation, sympathetic, nurturing.

This is followed by an even longer paean to Saul: getting “glory and eternal renown” is a
good thing here (cf. Pseudo-Philo). Bravery in cause of country. Neither betrayed
people nor dishonored kingship to save his life, but rather put even his own life and that
of his children on the line; especially when he knew the battle would end in the death of
his line. This is much more laudable than those who go in simply uncertain of the
outcome. Josephus here seems to be trying to put Saul into an epic frame along with
Achilles, who knew from a prophecy that he would die in battle, and Hector likewise.

Doesn’t totally whitewash Saul, just puts criticism elsewhere (6.262)
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RETOLD BIBLE

Other writings that notice this: S. Rappaport, Exegese bei Flavius Josephus, Frankfurt am
Main, 1930, looking at how his narration is “parallel to Rabbinic haggadah.” (Vermes p.
3)

Kisch notes that Pseudo-Philo is “among the oldest specimens of historical Haggadah.”
(1 think this means the same as retold Bible} (Vermes p. 3) Vermes: Chronicles as a
midrash on Samuel and Kings.

G L0t podes o P oo - Al Jo
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE

Pseudo-Philo: 1% c. C.E. Exists in Latin translation probably from Hebrew original
E.J.: Philo ca. 20 B.C.E. to ca. 50 C.E. Pseudo-Philo (s.v.) wrote Liber Antiquitatum
Biblicarum. Just post 70 C.E.? Was he unknown to Church Fathers (such as Origen)?

Anchor Bible Dictionary: “retelling of the Biblical story from Adam to David.” “text
itself makes no claim to have been written by Philo of Alexandria.” How ascribed to
Philo? Well, Josephus had written something called “Antiquities” and so the other well-
known (to Christian scribes) Jewish author of Antiquities must have written this one as
well. Mix-up probably happened in Middle Ages or Renaissance. It is a selected
retelling. For instance Genesis 1-3 gets severely cut, as does the entire book of Leviticus.
Focus is on leadership of Israel. Genre is ‘rewritten Bible’ (Vermes 1961) like Jubilees,
Genesis Apocryphon, and Josephus’ Antiquities. “It treats the biblical texts more freely
than the Targums and is not as directly concerned with the exposition of the biblical texts
as the midrashim. It may reflect popular biblical interpretation as practiced in the ancient
Palestinian synagogues.” MSS are in Latin, but probably was in Greek at some stage—
this helps explain several bizarre passages, if assume a mistranslation from Hebrew to
Greek, then further mangling upon translation into Latin. Before destruction of Temple
or after? Polemic from one of many groups? “It may have been intended as a
complement to the canonical books of Chronicles, though its theological interests were
different.” Anchor Bible Dictionary, v. 5, s.v. “Philo, Pseudo—.” By Daniel J.
Harrington. New York: Doubleday, 1992

Murphy, Frederick J. Pseudo-Philo: Rewriting the Bible. New York: Oxford University
Press, 1993 (Widener and ANTS both have it)

Pseudo-Philo 64 covers “The Medium of Endor,” as Murphy translates it.

Cf. Josephus Antiquities 6.14.4, §§348-349.

And Aod, ancestor of “medium:” Pseudo-Philo ch. 34 (Murphy p. 154): Gives witch a
genealogy, as well as a political history of troublemaking. [Cf. Isaiah line about other
peoples tempting Israel into using forbidden divination practices]

Sources Chretiennes #229 is Harrington’s critical Latin text of LAB.

Issues:
Genre
Textual difference

Fishbane article given for Advanced Midrash. The Exegetical Imagination, Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1998. “Midrash and the Nature of Scripture,” page 12.
“The closure of the scriptural canon (by the beginning of the common era) changes
matters fundamentally. It 1s a transformative event, for with this closure there can be no
new additions or supplementations to the biblical text. Indeed, there is now an ‘in’ and
an ‘out’—a within and a without, so to speak. And since God’s Word (speech) is deemed
comprehensive and sufficient for human culture in all its historical diversity, it is only
within the existent divine words that new meanings can arise. Accordingly, the effect of
the closure 1s to transform the many separate units (and contexts) of biblical speech into
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the one speech (and context) of Scripture. Everything must be found in it.” Canonizing
Scripture, deciding what 1s in and what is out influences methods of interpretation later.
For instance, genre of retold Bible, Ps. Philo, Josephus, Philo, include a lot of midrashic
interpretations—names, pedigrees, dialogues, all the midrashic tricks—I wonder if this
isn’t a way to preserve traditions, embedded in non-sacred literature. Relieve anxiety of
whether this tradition will survive or not. Perhaps a method of packaging tradition that
eventually did not work out. Lost to classical midrash. Perhaps too Greek a genre?
Resurfaces frequently, for women, children; essentially = Legends of the Jews!

But told in Greek—so lose a lot of textual connection. Lose a lot of Kugelian “surface
irregularities” Including midrash plus writing in Greek would do a better job of
preserving tradition overall. (Pseudo-Philo; Josephus)

Genres of interprefation: section on genre of retold bible. Get hold of Early Bib. Interp.
- By Kugel (found at Hebrew College library 4/1/02); also Murphy on Pseudo-Philo: Bible
Retold. In true Philo, is there retold Bible? (Pseudo-Philo, Josephus)

Feldman, Prolegomenon: p. xxxi: “Strugnell states that it is very improbable that the
translator, influenced by some form of the Greek Bible, substituted its text for LAB’s, but
this is precisely what has happened in some MSS., at least, of Philo and Josephus.

Rather, it is the fact that so many readings counter to the LXX and agreeing with the
Hebrew text or with the Targum are still found in LAB that leads one to conclude that
LAB, like Josephus, had both a LXX and a Hebrew text before him, as well as a
Targum.”

Feldman, xxxi: “The studies of the late lamented Renee Bloch (“Midrash,” Supplement 5
in Dictionnaire de la Bible, pp. 1263-1268) have shown how ancient is the midrashic
method exemplified in LAB, since its roots are to be found in the Bible itself....”

Feldman, xxvi: “The analogy with Josephus may be instructive, especially in view of the
- numerous parallels with Josephus noted below. Pseudo-Philo may have known an author
such as Josephus or his Greek sources (for the theory of an Alexandrian midrashic source
behind Josephus see G. Holscher, “Josephus,” Pauly-Wissowa Real Encyclopadie, 9
[1916], pp. 1934-2000)

Feldman, xxxvii: Doeg the Syrian is thus called as a polemic against Mithraism. See
Josephus also. Following LXX text. What is linguistic basis for this?

Feldman, xli: Attempts to connect LAB with Dead Sea Scrolls, Dead Sea sect. Has
dualism (good and evil), has new covenant, has positive role of priests; but has no
Messiah.

Feldman liv: Connection with IV Esdras and Syria apocalypse of Baruch? But, Pseudo-
Philo does not seem to be interested in the Temple.
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Feldman Ixiv: LAB 64.8 and rabbinic literature depict Saul’s motive in encountering
death as repentance for his sins, but Josephus 6.349 gives Saul’s motive in seeking death
as a quest for glory and renown after death....” This makes him like a hero of epic,
Achilles, Ajax, even Turnus. Hector.

Feldman Ixiv: LAB differs from midrash (63.1) in unfavorable opinion of priests of Nob.
Midrash at Targum I Sam. 22:18; Tanhuma Buber 3:45

Feldman, Ixv: Stylistic relation to Josephus and Chrenicles: “Manners of Rewriting
Biblical History from Chronicles to Pseudo-Philo,” Spiro [dissertation 1953]. Sources
common to Josephus and Pseudo-Philo: LXX, Hebrew text [which one?], Targumim, and
aggadah [in oral format?)

Feldman Ixviii: “LAB’s similarity to midrashic technique is seen particularly in its
predilection for naming everything and fixing everything numerically.” Why it’s not
Philo’s: midrashic rather than allegorical. How was it discemed, and when, that LAB is
not Philo? Is there rewritten Bible in Philo?

Feldman Ixix: “LAB among oldest examples of historical aggadah.... The fact that LAB
has parallels to all kinds of literature from the period of the Second Temple may indicate
also that haggadic midrash was still in a very fluid and largely oral state and circulated
among all kinds of groups, sometimes even among groups that were antithetical and
antipathetic to one another....”

Feldman Ixxvi: Features unique to Pseudo-Philo’s account:

63:2 Saul himself slays Ahimelekh and kin, not Doeg

64:1 Saul’s motive in expelling sorcerers is to win renown

64:3 Name of witch is Sedecla

64:5 Combines Hebrew and some MSS of LXX to say witch saw both Samuel and Saul
64:6 Samuel clad in a white robe with two angels accompanying him

What was this text for? By filling in Biblical bits with tradition he is trying to write an
educational text? Genre includes creating a literary figure as example of what to do and
what not to do. Saul provides possibilities for both.

Preservative motive? Stick little pieces of tradition into canon to get carried along on
canonizing tide. This form of preservation ultimately didn’t win out.

Kugel and Greer book. Both parts. First part re Second Temple literature.
Second part allegorical vs. typological interpretation
Eustachius 100 years later disagrees with Origen on witch of Endor (Origen)

Murphy

p. 5, Genre: “Actualization of sacred stories is the best way to describe what Pseudo-
Philo does.”

p. 12: “.. retelling {Israel’s] stories to make them useful for its present life. Such a
process has been called ‘actualization.””
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Murphy page 5 cont’d.
Foundation of work is the biblical stories [NB: not the text!] plus other traditional
materials.

Not yet canonized, but available in a familiar form to just about everyone. Pseudo-Philo
assumes that people already know the stories. [Check: Does Josephus?]

“Experiencing those stories in a different form could have been a powerful way to get a
message across, to change behaviors, and to reshape society.” [To what end? Out of what
compulsion?]

Page 6: [Bogaert] adds that the work’s genre, texte continue, died out after 70 CE.”

Page 7. “The reason that such widely divergent interpretations are possible may be that
Pseudo-Philo represents fairly mainstream scribal Judaism in 1% c. Palestine.”

Page 10: “Pseudo-Philo reworks traditional material freely and with a genuine flair for
storytelling.”

What effect does being so close to canonization have on Pseudo-Philo’s interpretation?
Page 14: Voice of narrator in Pseudo-Philo: “omniscient, spatially, temporally, and
psychologically, and is completely reliable...” “knows innermost thoughts...even of

God.”

Page 14: “Since the narrator conveys to the readers information not available to the
characters, the narration is in the ironic mode.” [Northrop Frye’s term, Anatomy, p. 34]

Page 259: Saul represents internal disharmony in Israel in relationships with David,
where David Jonathan relationship represents opposite, ideal.

Fame and profit; greed, jealousy on part of leaders leads to bad outcomes. When Israel is
silent in the face of internal iniquity, they get punished too. [this is social commentary]

Look at Saul’s vanity in Endor scene.

Page 253: “All of chapter 34 is devoted to describing how the Midianite magician Aod
leads the people into idolatry.”

Page 155: Aod narrative emphasizes magic’s connection with rebellious angels. Doing
magic is deal with devil because use of those angels reveals secrets that can be used by
humans even to destroy the eschaton.

Character of Samuel: Open to direction from God if he errs; has faith in God’s direction.
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GENERAL NOTES

The way I tell the story it seems very neat, but it’s not really so. One generation does not
hand over a nicely-wrapped package of traditions to the next. Especially in times of
stress.

Why choose this text? Description of my actual process of choosing it. Ora’s Samuel
class. Chewy problematic story.

A thought: we are going to read these texts in what we call chronological order, but this is
highly artificial: something was written around 5% ¢. C.E.; MT dates from after all the
other texts we’ll look at. Don’t think of them as texts yet, set down and firm, but until
around turn of sefirah they’re not canonized, and for some many different texts may have
been floating around. Which one was MT looking at? Which one was midrash, was
Pseudo-Philo, was Origen looking at?

How does it work as a genre? What genre does it represent, and purposes of that genre?
Vermes, Fishbane, Kugel EBI method. Models: Geza Vermes, Scripture and Tradition in
Judaism: Haggadic Studies. Leiden: Brill, 1973. Especially “The Rewritten Bible” pp.
67-95, an exploration of Sefer Yashar's account of the life of Abraham—a late midrash
(11" ¢c) including many earlier motifs. And “Theology and Exegesis,” a close
examination/interpretation history of the difficult “bridegroom of blood” passage in
Genesis.

What did any of Jewish texts know of Homeric text? See R. Fine e-mail of 3/18.
Pseudo-Philo, Josephus, Philo would have known of ancient epics probably.

Did each text influence the next one? How might we know?
Classicist at HUC Kollel: Ruth Gais. 212-824-2296. per Tom Alpert

Origen:

Commentary on Song of Songs.

Scientific basis to allegory. Sources in Stoic philosophy?

Typological scenes and. Hermeneutics. Philo is systematic re allegory.

Hyponoia: allegorical exposition is the soul of the text; the literal is the body. Cf. pshat
and drash.

“Littera gesta docet,

Quid credas allegoria,

Moralis quid agas,

Quo tendas analogia.”

See article on pshat and drash given by Mesch in Med. J Exegesis course.

In Greek there exist 20 homilies on Jeremiah, and one on 1 Samuel 28:3-28

Origen uses other NT as midrash—I don’t know what I meant when I wrote this. Maybe
that in the homily O. quotes verses from NT as “Prooftexts™ for OT texts.
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“On First Principles” refutes Gnostic Biblical interpretation on three grouﬂds: a) literary,
historical b) moral c) spiritual

Sandmel, TWO, p. 162
“...allegory, as every student of Philo knows, is the device by which one binds himself to
a text which he both holds to be sacred and also feels to be disquieting.”

Sandmel, TWO, p. 16
“To the scholar, early Christianity seems like a jigsaw puzzle; more than half the pieces
are missing, and it is possible that pieces from other puzzles have gotten into the box.”

Charlesworth, p. 320 on Christianity and rabbinic Judaism: Age of councils is 313-451
C.E. Origen and homoiousion vs. homoousion. “Has the supracategorical dimension
and ineffableness of God been sacrificed by the need to think in logical and philosophical
categories?” In which Origen took part. What is the cost?

Fishbane article given for Advanced Midrash. “Exegetical Imagination?” Canonizing
Scripture, deciding what is in and what is out influences methods of interpretation later.
For instance, genre of retold Bible, Ps. Philo, Josephus, Philo, include a lot of midrashic
interpretations—names, pedigrees, dialogues, all the midrashic tricks—1I wonder if this
isn’t a way to preserve traditions, embedded in non-sacred literature. Relieve anxiety of
whether this tradition will survive or not. Perhaps a method of packaging tradition that
eventually did not work out. Lost to classical midrash. Perhaps too Greek a genre?
Resurfaces frequently, for women, children; essentially = Legends of the Jews!

But told in Greek—so lose a lot of textual connection. Lose a lot of Kugelian “surface
irregularities” Including midrash plus writing in Greek would do a better job of
preserving tradition overall. (Pseudo-Philo; Josephus)

Genres of interpretation: section on genre of retold bible. Get hold of Early Bib. Interp.
By Kugel; also Murphy on Pseudo-Philo: Bible Retold. In true Philo, is there retold
Bible? (Pseudo-Philo, Josephus)

Origen: what views were developing in early Church about after life. Why does Origen
feel so very strongly about She’ol as place of punishment. It’s not much in Tanakh, does
it come from early Christian circles. Concern with punishment right after death: is it
modeled on classical notion of what happens in afterlife? As in Dis, Hades, Pluto; find
thumbnail description of eschatological views in classical lit. Note even there there are
different kinds of people—suicides, lovers, accidental deaths, saints. Hero sagas and
contact with underworld (conversation with R. Fine). Does Odysseus otherwise go to
underworld? Is he sort of an anti-hero? (Origen, Odyssey)

And classical tradition: Fishbane and shield of Achilles, analogous to Torah, as standing

for everything of value in world. Saul is on the outs with that model of hero—torah,
instruction, revelation, knowledge of the divine, all elude him. (Midrash)
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Today’s writing ass’t.: LXX, introduction, paragraph re LXX, how it was produced
(where, when); character of translation; comparison with Targumim. Find out a little bit
more about Targumim. Letter of Aristeas. How translation might be considered a genre
of midrash. Targumim are occasionally very midrashic on things. Compare a Targum on
Samuel 28 with LXX. But central question is how does translation do on answering the
questions we had about MT? Any insight on text before them. (LXX)

Trick: how to present zakef/zaken idea until it’s time to present midrash about upright
shades. Maybe will need to draw midrash in early. (LXX)

Avner as son of witch of Endor (convers, With R. Fine) Why does midrash want her to
be mother of Avner (and Amasa?) something about character of Avner midrash wants to
say by including witch in it; maybe Polzin might have sth. On this. (Midrash)

Ask Ora about character of Avner. (Midrash)

Task: decide which pieces of texts are most exciting for presentation; find out how to get
original language and English of each piece on same page, without scruffy Xeroxes, so as
to make a nice presentation booklet.

Kugel and Greer book. Both parts. First part re Second Temple literature.
Second part allegorical vs. typological interpretation
Eustachius 100 years later disagrees with Origen on witch of Endor (Origen)

Origen’s interpretation: on the one hand allegorical. What seems to be happening isn’t
really happening; witch is really doing what is said in the text because narrator is really
the Holy Spirit and doesn’t lie. So he gives allegorical interpretation of what narrator is
“really” saying. It’s also a typological interpretation

In first, spirit of Samuel seems to be in thrall to witch. Allegory helps with this.
Typological interp. Helps get Origen out of difficulty that Samuel was in Hades a place
of punishment for sinners. Not so much in Jewish lit. but classical lit.

Rhetoric of Origen is so Alexandrian. Obelus and asterisk: used in Alexandria in
Homeric interpretation, and by Origen in textual work.

Don’t forget that tragedies and comedies were by then part of the literary corpus that
learned people would have taken in. also underwent allegorical interpretation. (Origen)

FORMAT: Outline next steps in exploration of topic. (Like Eustachius). Each section
becomes a map of scholarship. What important concerns it can raise, where it ramifies,
where it leads. Doesn’t have to be perfect work of scholarship now as it is. Tossing
ideas up in the air, testing them. Good place to be beginning life of scholarship,
important part of this beginning. Understanding the road map and implications of how
one looks at things. (Introduction)
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE
Origen: 2°* c. C.E. Homily on the Necromancer. Written in Greek
Issues:
Genre
Program
Textual differences
Origen:

Commentary on Song of Songs.

Scientific basis to allegory. Sources in Stoic philosophy?

Typological scenes and. Hermeneutics. Philo is systematic re allegory.

Hypenoia: allegorical exposition is the soul of the text; the literal is the body. Cf. pshat
and drash.

“Littera gesta docet,

Quid credas allegoria,

Moralis quid agas,

Quo tendas analogia.”

See article on pshat and drash given by Mesch in Med. J.Exegesis course.

In Greek there exist 20 homilies on Jeremiah, and one on 1 Samuel 28:3-28

Origen uses other NT as midrash—I don’t know what I meant when I wrote this. Maybe
that in the homily O. quotes verses from NT as “Prooftexts” for QT texts.

“On First Principles” refutes Gnostic Biblical interpretation on three grounds: a) literary,
historical b) moral c¢) spiritual

Sandmel, TWO, p. 162
“...allegory, as every student of Philo knows, is the device by which one binds himself to
a text which he both holds to be sacred and also feels to be disquieting.”

Sandmel, TWOQ, p. 16
“To the scholar, early Christianity seems like a jigsaw puzzle; more than half the pieces
are missing, and it is possible that pieces from other puzzles have gotten into the box.”

Charlesworth, p. 320 on Christianity and rabbinic Judaism: Age of councils is 313-451
C.E. Origen and homoiousion vs. homoousion. “Has the supracategorical dimension
and ineffableness of God been sacrificed by the need to think in logical and philosophical
categories?” In which Origen took part. What is the cost?

Origen: what views were developing in early Church about after life. Why does Origen
feel so very strongly about She’ol as place of punishment. It’s not much in Tanakh, does
it come from early Christian circles. Concern with punishment right after death: is it
modeled on classical notion of what happens in afterlife? As in Dis, Hades, Pluto; find
thumbnail description of eschatological views in classical lit. Note even there there are
different kinds of people—suicides, lovers, accidental deaths, saints. Hero sagas and
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contact with underworld (conversation with R. Fine). Does Odysseus otherwise go to
underworld? Is he sort of an anti-hero? (Origen, Odyssey)

Kugel and Greer book. Both parts. First part re Second Temple literature.
Second part allegorical vs. typological interpretation
Eustachius 100 years later disagrees with Origen on witch of Endor (Origen)

Origen’s interpretation: on the one hand allegorical. What seems to be happening isn’t
really happening; witch is really doing what is said in the text because narrator is really
the Holy Spirit and doesn’t lie. So he gives allegorical interpretation of what narrator is
“really” saying. It’s also a typological interpretation

In first, spirit of Samuel seems to be in thrall to witch. Allegory helps with this.
Typological interp. Helps get Origen out of difficulty that Samuel was in Hades a place
of punishment for sinners. Not so much in Jewish lit. but classical lit.

Rhetoric of Origen is so Alexandrian. Obelus and asterisk: used in Alexandria in
Homeric interpretation, and by Origen in textual work.

Don’t forget that tragedies and comedies were by then part of the literary corpus that
learned people would have taken in. also underwent allegorical interpretation. (Origen)

A.T. Kraabel, “The Roman Diaspora: Six Questionable Assumptions,” in Journal of
Jewish Studies, v. 33 (1982), pp. 445-464 “No matter how benign, Christian attempts to
deal with this issue [Jewish rejection of Messianic claims about Jesus] could only have a
negative effect on the gentile perception of Jews. The author of Luke-Acts, for example,
is concerned fo legitimize the existence of Christianity despite Jews’ rejection of it; he
does this by showing that Christianity is the replacement for Judaism within biblical
history. Israel had its proper place and responsibilities, but now her time is past, and the
next stage of the divine plan must unfold. This created a place for Christianity, and that
was Luke’s purpose; but it was accomplished by making Judaism redundant....”
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE
Rabbinic literature:
Midrash: Hebrew and Aramaic
Talmud: Aramaic and Hebrew
Midrash: Hebrew and Aramaic
Vayikra Rabbah
Tanhuma Emor
Midrash Sh'muel
Pirke de Rabi Eliezer

And classical tradition: Fishbane and shield of Achilles, analogous to Torah, as standing
for everything of value in world. Saul is on the outs with that model of hero—torah,
instruction, revelation, knowledge of the divine, all elude him. (Midrash)

Avner as son of witch of Endor {convers. With R. Fine) Why does midrash want her to
be mother of Avner (and Amasa?) something about character of Avner midrash wants to
say by including witch in it; maybe Polzin might have sth. On this.

Ask Ora about character of Avner.

Once again note that rabbinic literature never doubts the efficacy of necromancy. Neither
does Biblical text. It clearly works! See Legends of the Jews, note 77 to page 72 of
volume 4, chapter = “Samuel and Saul.”

A little inner-Biblical midrash? Verse from Psalms in PRK, from Advanced Midrash
class (2/25), something like there is no “nichesh” in Yisrael, no “gasam” for Ya’akov, for
God will tell in God’s own sweet time what hath God wrought. Just as Tanakh never
says other gods don’t exist, just says they’re not for Israel. Compare the Christian source,
which expresses such shock that the Bible would say a lowly medium could have such
control over the great prophet. Background of this seems to be that necromancy is a
shuck.
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE
Rabbinic Literature/Midrash/Midrash Sh’muel

Stemberger:
Page 357: Zunz: not before 11" c.

“The work employs not only rabbinic midrash literature, but also makes use of material
not otherwise attested, some of which is very old.”

There are 24 chapters on I Sam., 8 on IT Sam.
Probably Palestinian in origin, based on sages cited.

24:1

cites Lev. 20:27, 1sh is Sha’ul, isha is the ba’alat ov.

Sha’ul should have divined by the Urim and Thummim, which are of above, and not by
ba’alat ov and yid’oni which are infernal.

On I Sam 28:7: mashal of king and roosters.

On vayitkhapes (I Sam 28:8): means disguise (?) Ma’anin paganika (?) Jastrow has of
commoners, from paganus, a country-dweller.

24:2

I Sam 28: two men with him were Avner and Amasa. Lesson is don’t travel with fewer
than two, lest you end up serving your servant. Abraham and Saul are examples of taking
two with them.

It wasn’t really night, but it was like night for them (spiritually)

24:3

Saul swears by God---mashal of wife with her lover swearing by her husband (Resh
Lakish)

Whom shall [ raise? Says witch. God-fearing or blasphemer? Jew or non-Jew? Verses
from Sh’mot 15:11 (song at the sea) and 5:2 (Pharaoh)

24:4

How did she know he was Sha’ul? For a king a spirit comes up face on top

Elohim: 2 opinions: 1) keyvan d’shama elohim d’khol” 2) But some say many righteous
ones came up with him.

24:5
I Sam. 28:14 “mah to’aro?”’ Saul didn’t recognize him. One who raises sees but doesn’t
hear; one who needs hears but doesn’t see; one who doesn’t need neither sees nor hears.
Witch, Saul, Avner and Amasa
Identifies me’il with the one(s) Hannah used to make (I Sam. 2:19: “me’il katan™)

Saul knew...and fell to ground
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Midrash Sh’muel cont’d.

“hirgaztani:” cites other uses of that word: Amos 4:13 (prepare to meet your God),
Zephaniah 2:3 (Day of anger), Kohelet 12:14 (God will call to account), Amos 5:15 (God
will be merciful).

Fills in Samuel’s comments, why he was “hirgaztani:” you have made me an object of
avodah zarah, and I thought it was Yom haDin.

If Samuel’s afraid then kal vakhomer we should be!

24:6

Why didn’t Saul ask via Urim and Thummim? He had destroyed Nob, city of the priests.
God has done by my hand: cf. I Sam 15:28, tearing of Samuel’s robe

Adam haRishon, seeing Saul beaten and killed, says “this is the reward of Israel’s first
king?’ God’s answer.

Tracking the dialogue 28:15 on.

“God is your enemy” ??comment?? Ask Susan.

God will do to him what He said by my hand”

Above he said to him “and will give it to your fellow who is more worthy than you (I
Sam 15:28), now it says “He will give it to your fellow, David” [why the difference
between the two prophesies?] Samuel answers, that was a world of falsehood, this is a
world of truth.

And God has given Israel...: there is no fleeing to save yourself; if you accept the
judgment, “tomorrow you and your children...”, when Saul heard this he hurried to
prostrate himself (assent to the judgment) and hurried off to war with his sons. [Because
vay’maher is usually an indication of eagerness to obey God?]

God calls the angels to look at this behavior, and comments, usually father doesn’t even
take his children to a party for fear of the appearance of it; this one [Saul} brings his sons
even though he knows he’s going to die in battle, so does he rejoice in God’s judgment.
When God revealed to Adam ha Rishon the generations each with its leaders, Adam says
this is the reward...? “To me you are saying this? Say it to the priests who are accusing
him,” “Say unto the priests the sons of Aaron (Lev. 21:1) [Change to Adam haRishon
from Moses, because context is no longer a drash on Emor and end of Kedoshim.

24:7

Saul’s five sins: [ Chron. 10:13; 1 Sam 10:8 (wait seven days...); 1 Sam 13:12 (the olah);
sparing the Agagite (1 Chron. 10); killing the priests of Nob; consulting the witch.

Saul said to the priest “asuf yadkha” (1 Sam 14:19)

24:8
Vayomer and vayomer: many examples, none from our location!
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE
Rabbinic literature
Midrash

Tanhuma Emor

Stemberger:
Page 303: “Homiletic midrash on whole Pentateuch.”

“...more proems fransmitted in the name of Tanhuma [Rabbi Tanhuma bar Abba] than in
that of any other rabbi.”

Standard edition and Tanhuma Buber agree at Leviticus (I used standard edition)
Page 305: Midrash Tanhuma dates from first half of 9™ century (Zunz)
Outline of ideas:

Bet: Lidrosh el hametim: we ask living God and live; those who ask dead gods are dead.
Opening verse of Emor has two “amar’s”: emor and v’amarta. Why?

First explanation: Implied question between end of Kedoshim and beginning of Emor:
“Well, then, to whom may we inquire??” Answer: “Emor el hacohanim!” Go to the
priests, the legitimate wielders of God’s oracles. [Unlike, say, Sha’ul!] This explanation
inserts a little coaching in polemics.

Second explanation: When he was saying this to Moses, God knew that Sha’ul would kill
the priests of Nob and consult the ba’alat ov. Segue into linear commentary of I Sam.
28:3 ff.

He asks for ba’alat ov: Resh Lakish #1: Snide mashal with double meaning (surface
meaning is chase out witches and then ask for one; underlying meaning is, kill priests of
Nob and then wonder why can’t get any good information from God?!?)

Was it really night? No.

Resh Lakish #2: Snide comment on swearing by God. Form of mashal.

Whom shall I raise? And verses.

Why did she cry out? What did she realize? He came up upright. Hard to tell if reading
zakef or zaken. If zaken, then this idea of how shades come up must have been a weli-
known thing. If reading zakef, maybe didn’t understand it, maybe did.

Divine beings coming up. Plural

Who can see, hear shades?

Clothes: It reminds us of the me’il Hannah made for the little Samuel.

95



Tanhuma Emor cont’d.

Hirgaztani: 1) Made me into an idol. Both server and served are punished.
2) I was afraid it was yom hadin.

Kal vahomer of fear of judgment day.

Rabbi (who?) used to get to this verse and weep. Medley of verses:
Amos 5:15 (has an ulai)
Zephaniah 2:3 (has an ulai)
Amos 4:13 (God knows all}
Or, R. Haggai says, Lam. 3:28, with ulai.
What binds these verses together? Mishpat? Judgment day? Anger of God? Possibility
(ulai) of being saved (hope!)
Why do they make Rabbi weep? Climax of Saul’s story, so pathetic? Judgment day for
Sha’ul, reminded him of weight of sins?

Why doesn’t Saul mention Urim and Thummim? Ashamed and repentant re priests of
Nob.

Samuel’s response, and interpolated question by Saul. World of falsehood/world of truth.
With me: in my division of afterworld.
Saul afraid and prostrates self? Then lies to Avner and Amasa.

Resh Lakish #3: Snide comment, but ambiguous, in form of inserted description of God’s
reaction to Saul’s actions.

An alternative, or at least a gentler ending: In name of R. Yehoshua de Sikhnin: God was
showing Moses history of Israel...connects to second explanation of double amars up
above. Don’t know 1f can hold Tanhuma to petihta form, but this explanation leads up to
parshah verse at beginning of Emor, makes nice inclusio: God’s first amar (Emor el ha
cohanim) was an aside to Moses, when Moses asked about Saul’s fate; the second amar
was back to business, what Moses was supposed to say to the priest. Then it concludes
with final verse of previous parshah, Kedoshim. Leads up to it by citing five sins of Saul
that led to his death. Justify divine justice. Sum up Saul story. Moral message of story:
don’t consult pagan oracles! (Count of five sins doesn’t really add up...)hi im taking
over your computer hahahahahahaha (cough cough) excuse me.
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE
Rabbinic literature
Midrash

Pirke de Rabbi Eliezer

Stemberger:

Page 328: Contains 55 chapters. “The document is not a midrash in the real sense, but
should rather be classified as ‘rewritten Bible,” i.e. a coherent biblical story, in some
ways similar to Arabic biblical narratives, even if some midrashic traits are still
present...”

Dates from 8™ or 9" century. Alludes to Arab rule. Names Ishmael’s wives Aisha and
Fatima.

Page 329-330: *“.. by and large the work must be regarded not as a compilation like other
midrashim, but as the creative achievement of a personal author.” Though
pseudepigraphic.

Probably Palestinian in origin.

From Friedlander’s introduction to his translation:

Our chapter is connected with Isaac’s story and second blessing of the Amidah—hence
mterest in resurrection and afterlife! Chapter 33 covers Elisha and the Shunamite
woman; ¢. 34 is on resurrection of the dead. Comes right after the stories of the death of

Sarah and the meeting of Isaac and Rebecca.

The attribution is to R. Eliezer b. Hyrkanos (end 1% ¢. CE, beginning of 2"), the same
one who was excommunicated [over oven of Akhnai!]. Student of R. Yohanan ben
Zakkai.

It is a retelling of humash with digressions with substructure of Sh’moneh Esreh. Itis
incomplete, whether by design or chance is not known.

Page xix: Contains descriptions of rabbinic mysticism! Connections are strong between
PRE and Targum (pseudo-)Jonathan and Palestinian Talmud.

Page xxi: Connection with Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha, especially Jubilees (in scope
of Biblical narrative covered, and detailed concern with calendar)
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TEXTS PAGE BY PAGE
Rabbinic literature
Midrash

Vayikra Rabbah

General Information
Stemberger:
Page 288: 37 homilies on whole book. Each has multiple petihot, with gufa and hatimah.

Page 289: “most of these [petihot] are literary creations, as is shown by the stereotypical
transitions to the seder verse as well as by the parallels in other rabbinic literature, where
the same material appears outside the framework of a petihah {(cf. Sarason).”

Page 290-291: LevR draws on Palestinian Talmud? Or PT and LevR have common
source for aggadah? PT uses early stage of LevR?

Page 291: “The numerous parallels between LevR and Tanhuma derive in part from
LevR, where Tanhuma found them and adopted them in abbreviated form (e.g. the
parallels in Tanhuma are usually anonymous, while in LevR they appear with tradents’
names).”

Page 291: “Since LevR quotes M, T, and the halakhic midrashim, and is in turn used
already in the Midrash Rabbah on the Megillot...the time of the redaction of LevR is
restricted to between c. 400 and 500.”

Page 291: “That the midrash [LevR] originated in Palestine is clear from its language
(Galilean Aramaic, a lot of Greek), its preference for Palestinian rabbis, [etc.]...”

OUTLINE OF THE RELEVANT SECTION

Alef: Cites R. Tanhuma! But different from opening of Tanhuma Emor. Starts with
verse from afar: amarot/amarot. Deals more with promises of God than simply utterances
than others, though all other midrashim do deal with double amar problem.

Bet: A lot about Avner. Perhaps this will enlighten idea of ba’alat ov as mother of
Avner.

Gimel, Dalet, Hay, Vav: don’t bear on our discussion

Zayin: What is written just before this? Look at last verse of Kedoshim. Man is Saul,
woman is ba’alat ov. [Midrashic technique: ish o isha—one might be superfluous]
Saul should have used Urim and Thummim, which are supernal (“above”), rather than

consulting infernal powers. [NB: doesn’t say infernal powers are a fraud, or ineffective]

Resh Lakish: Snide comment #1: Rooster mashal. Difference is, that Saul’s servants just
told him where to find one, didn’t chide him for inconsistency.
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Vayyithappes: [Written with a sin instead of a samekh to be like root] meaning free
“divested himself of royalty.”
Put on commoner’s garments.

Names Abner and Amasa. Derekh eretz of two companions. Abraham and Saul.
Was it really night

Saul swears by God: R. Levi [not Resh Lakish this time!] makes snide mashal: woman
with her lover

Whom shall I bring up? [God-scorner or God-fearer?)

How did she know by seeing Samuel that Saul was Saul? He came up upright.
God-like beings coming up—cause Saul fear. Righteous men came too.

What form is he of? Couldn’t Saul see him? No, and here’s why...

Robe: reminds us of the one Hannah made

Hirgaztani: Rabbi used to weep:

Amos 4:13, plus two interpretations of what is the important part of the verse?
Zeph. 2:3

Amos 5:15

Lam. 3:29

Koh. 8:17

I Sam. 28:15

Why did Rabbi weep? Was it Rabbi Hiyya (Soncino Midrash)?

You made me an idol! Or,

Samuel was afraid because he thought Day of Judgment had come, and brought Moses
with him: elohim is singular and means Moses (cf. Ex.7:1)

Kal vahomer, if Sam. was afraid.

Why didn’t he mention Urim and Thummim? Heart knows its own bitterness-—Samuel
would have yelled at him that it was his fauls.

Samuel’s answer: Saul asks, why didn’t you say it that way before? World of truth/world
of falsehood. Samuel supplies interpretation of why Saul is meeting this fate: Amalek.

Saul: {interpolated conversation]) What if I flee? Samuel: accept Attribute of Justice and
you will join me in “my heavenly division.”

Saul’s fear, and reaction by prostration, and lies to Avner and Amasa
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Resh Lakish: snide [or ambivalent?] interpolated story of God’s reaction to Saul’s
reaction.

R. Yehoshua of Siknin: God was showing Moses all the generations and their leaders.

Priests of Nob are referred to in “emor el hacohanim.” And, Saul died for five
transgressions (count is not clear). Segue to “ish o isha.”
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CONCLUSIONS
PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS/HYPOTHESES

Here are a few of my preliminary conclusions:

1) A great variety of genres of Scriptural interpretation arose in the Hellenistic
period, after the Persian dark ages. Add this to the types of inner-Biblical interpretation
so well studied by Fishbane, and we are talking about a pretty impressive armamentarium
of interpretive tools and forms going through the Hasmonean dynasty, the Roman period,
and the post-destruction beginnings of rabbinic Judaism.

2) The development of early literature of Christianity depended on some of this
Jewish literature but also drew much more openly than did Jews from the techniques and
forms of Greek (and to some extent Roman) literature. Using the Greek language, these
early Christians developed literary and interpretive traditions. Christian interpretation of
I Sam. 28 provides a window on the influence of Jewish interpretation as well as
divergences from it. The growing industry of Homeric scholarship, especially in
Alexandria, exercises a powerful directing force on Christian interpretation of the
Hebfew Scriptures (in their Septuagint translation, for the most part; it is not clear how
well-versed evén Origen is in the Hebrew of the Tanakh, although it is certamly
significant that he even bothered to retain a Hebrew tutor for himself).

3) The genre of “retold Bible” enjoyed a vogue in Second Temple literature, but
ultimately was not adopted by Jewish exegetes as the primary mode of expression uniting
sacred text with contemporary needs. Although it certainly is a valid mode of connecting
Biblical history with current history and imposing a Bible-based interpretation on what

happens in modern times, it does not get adopted by rabbinic Judaism. Why is this?
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Perhaps this was because the genre does not depend on or preserve the actual literal text
of the sacred writings. Maybe it was because the Pharisaic Judaism that made the jump
from Temple to Yavneh (however one surmises that may have happened) staked its
future on the canonized text as a source of laws and as a source of legitimate
interpretations. A corollary to this theory: perhaps if another Jewish group or groups had
persisted strongly after the rise of rabbinic Judaism they would have produced “retold
Bible” that would have been accepted or even popular in Jewish literary life; this is just
second-guessing history though, but the point is that rabbinic Judaism, with its interests
and agenda, may have squeezed out of existence more than one genre of interpretation
available in antiquity. “Retold Bible” was mostly written in Greek (Josephus; Pseudo-
Philo eventually; various Apocrypha; also many of these are based on Septuagint rather
than Hebrew texts or Tanakh) and patterned on Greek models (c¢f. Herodotus’ chatty
histories); maybe for that reason it was seen as a foreign genre by the rabbinic schools
that later came to dominate Jewish literature. Maybe it came to be seen both by
Christians and Jews as a Christian mode of interpretation, and was therefore forsaken by
the Sages of rabbinic Judaism. The answer lies somewhere between purely literary
interests on the one hand (is there such a thing?) and, on the other, political/historical and

cultural/religious.

Genres of interpretation: Many ways of interpreting. WE are all readers of text. What
-happens when we vead. Central to Judaism. Act of reading and understanding a text is a
critical skill, but not at all a monolithic skill,

There are preferred ways of reading in antiquity and in Biblical times (Fishbane). Never

* seems to be a ban on any kind of interpretation, even allegorical. Philo though adopted
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by Christian always consider his work as Jewish interpretation with J. perspective, and

inveighs against extreme allegorists.

Classical midrashim: what we think of as quintessentially and uniquely Jewish
method of interpretation. Early Church left that way of interpretation behind (find Kugel
book). Classical midrash are latest in time of all texts I'm dealing with fo be written
down in time. The method of interpretation is a great deal older than Midrash Sh’'muel,
Tanhuma, Vayikra Rabbah. Didn’t spring fully formed from brow of those who wrote it

down. See Fishbane on Biblical Interpretation.
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